Battling Children's Diabetes ■ Saudi Arabia ■ Ethics in Leadership 

L THE AMERICAN C 
,e 2:1011 



$2.50 DECEMBER 2004 




The magazine for a strong America 





PARKA 39 



99* 

and 

2 for 73.95 3 for 107.75 



Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Peckville, PA 18452 



Send parkas. I enclose $_ 

toward postage. 



Regular Sizes: S(34-36) 
M(38-40) L(42-44) XL(46-48) 
*Big Men (just $5 more each): 
2XL(50-52) 
3XL(54-56) 4XL(58-60) 



purchase price plus $6^€<^ 

FREE Postage! 





77E-39202 


WHAT 
SIZE? 


HOW 
MANY? 






TAN 










■:lll:Wllg|iYi 


- 






03 









Check 



□ VISA □ 



□ 



□ 



AMERICAN! 
■EXPRESS 



www.haband.com 



Card # 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

I Address 

1 City & State _ 



_Exp.: 



. Apt. # . 



Zip. 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! 




contents 



DECEMBER 2004 • Vol. 157, No. 6 



18 Scouts in the Crosshairs 




1' 



The American Legion Magazine, 
a leader among national general-interest 
publications, is published monthly by 
The American Legion for its 2.7 million 
members. These wartime veterans, 
working through 15,000 community-level 
posts, dedicate themselves to God and 
Country and traditional American values; 
strong national security; adequate and 
compassionate care for veterans, their 
widows and orphans; community service; 
and the wholesome development of our 
nation's youth. 



4\ 



8 Open Letter to Sens. Frist and Daschle 

"You have let us all down" on the flag, 
National Commander Thomas P. Cadmus writes. 

14 The Saudi Effect 

Middle East expert Daniel Pipes discusses U.S. rival 
Saudi Arabia's influence on global islam. 

18 On My Honor, I Must Fight 

Efforts to "de-fund" the Boy Scouts put youth on the 
front line of a culture war. By Susan Katz Keating 

22 Man & Husband? 

Same-sex marriage is not a civil-rights issue. By Stanley Kurtz 

28 The High Road 

Successful leadership flows from good ethics and 
moral clarity. By Gen. Robert H. "Doc" Fogelsong 

32 Searching for a Cure 

Los Angeles doctor Francine Kaufman leads the fight 
against juvenile diabetes. By Robert Bryce 



vet voice 

Commander's Message Strengthen the VA-DoD link 

Big issues Abolishment of the Electoral College? 

Under the Radar 

Living well 

Legion News 

Comrades 

Parting Shots 



14 



Friend 
or Foe? 



\ 

RABIA 





!8 The Side 
of Right 



December 2004 


1 




The American Legion Magazine 



VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES ™ PROUDLY PRESENTS ITS OFFICIAL 

UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 

MILITARY SLRVKMI RINKS 

Featuring a Solid 1 OKT Gold Service Branch Emblem on Genuine Black Onyx 




\ t e proudly present our Official United 
W States Armed Forces Military rings to 
honor the bravery and patriotism of our 
Veterans and those still serving on active duty 

The tops of each ring feature solid 10 KT Gold 
Military Service Emblems finely sculpted and 
cast in high relief and mounted on genuine 
black onyx stones. (Marine Corps on red stone) 

The sides of the rings are beautiful, boldly 
detailed sculptures to further signify 
each branch of service and recognize the 
proud achievements of our U.S. Military. 




Each ring is custom-crafted in America using 
genuine sterling silver, richly layered in 22 
karat antiqued gold. 

The inside band is solid and smooth for 
maximum comfort and fit. Our rings are 
never hollowed out. 

As a permanent mark of 
exclusivity, your ring will 
be engraved on the 
inner band with 
your initials, rank 
and years of service. 




INTEREST-FREE PAYMENT PLAN. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 100%. 

"Thank you" priced at a remarkably low $199*, an affordable payment plan is also available. 
Your satisfaction is guaranteed or return your ring within 30 days for replacement or refund! 
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manufacturer's Recall Alert 

Attention 

Vioxx @ Victims 



If you have taken the pain reliever Vioxx and have suf- 
fered a heart attack or stroke, or if someone you love 
has died after taking Vioxx, you may be eligible to file a 
claim against the manufacturer and potentially collect 
significant financial compensation. 

When you've been severely injured, you can't take 
chances with the quality of your legal representation. 
You need a law firm with years of experience and a 
proven track record of success. 

If you have suffered a heart attack, stroke, or other 
serious injury as a result of Vioxx, Weitz & Luxenberg 
can help you understand your legal options. Weitz 
Luxenberg is one of America's foremost products liabili 
ty law firms, and has achieved prominence in multiple 
national litigations. With over 50 attorneys and 250 sup 
port professionals on staff, Weitz & Luxenberg is e 
nently qualified to provide you with the superior legal 
representation you need. 

For additional information and a complimentary consul- 
tation, speak to a Client Relations representative at Weitz 
& Luxenberg today! Please call toll free (800) 476-6070 or 
e-mail us at ClientRelations@weitzlux.com . 




Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C. 
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180 Maiden Lane • New York, NY 10038 

1(800)476-6070 

www.weitzlux.com 

Please know that you are not considered a client of our firm until your case has been accepted by us, and 
you have signed a retainer agreement. Future verdicts or settlements cannot be predicted from prior results. 
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Band of brothers 

The Kareem Abdul-Jabbar article 
("Brothers in Arms/' October) men- 
tioned that Eisenhower incorpo- 
rated black soldiers from service 
units into combat units during 
the Battle of the Bulge. I was in 
Company F, 309th Infantry 
Regiment, 78th Division, and 
we had a platoon of these 

men assigned to us. They 4 * r *fjf^&Jji 




served with us as a fourth 
platoon for the remaining 
months of the war as we fought 
our way across Germany. We all worked 

well together until the end of our combat days. 

- Clark Sweetser, Knoxville, Tenn. 



A stronger nation 

Thanks for the interview with 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar about the 
761st Tank Battalion. As a white 
Southerner who served in the 
Army Air Force in the 1940s, 
I must confess that in those 
days I thought the treatment of 
black units was all right. Now 
I look back with a feeling of 
guilt that any true American 
would have stood by and allowed 
such treatment of our brothers 
in arms. 

We should all be thankful that 
President Truman had the politi- 
cal courage to put into motion the 
desegregation of the U.S. Armed 
Forces. It was a matter not just of 
simple justice but a way to make 
a stronger nation. We must not 
relax and think we have reached 
our goal of truly being the land of 
equality. Too many of our people 
are still treated like the heroes of 
the 761st Tank Battalion. 

I salute Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
and The American Legion Maga- 
zine for a revealing glimpse at a 
heroic outfit and of history that 
needs to be remembered so we do 
not repeat mistakes of the past. 

- Clarence Sears, Jacksonville, Fla. 



Good case 

I was pleased to read Joyce Lee 
Malcolm's commentary ("The 
Case for Self-Protection/' Octo- 
ber). Her work is often criticized 
by those who say she mixes fact 
with opinion. I say they just don't 
like her opinion. 

- Paul H. Perry, Hawkins, Mich. 

Duty to protect 

Joyce Lee Malcolm graphically 
illustrates the problems associated 
with a society that has apparently, 
through its elected legislature, 
abrogated the right of self- 
defense. However, if indeed the 
foundation of the British law is 
that "it is the duty of society to 
protect them," it seems logical 
that a victim would have legal 
cause of action against the 
government for failure of its 
lawful duty to protect him or her. 
-Donald L. Hatcher, Graniteville, S.C. 

Just look at Canada 

I am happy for The American 
Legion's interest in alerting us to 
the problems of gun control. While 
"The Case for Self-Protection" 
clearly points out what is happen- 
ing in Britain, we don't have to go 



that far to see the results of gun 
control: look at Canada. Those 
trying to defend themselves get 
stiffer penalties than lawbreak- 
ers receive. What's wrong with 
this picture? Let's make sure it 
doesn't happen here. 

- Fred Stark, Anderson, Ind. 

No substitute 

I read with great interest "A 
Tale Of Two Constitutions" 
(October). The concept of govern- 
ment by judicial fiat has never set 
well in my craw. The judiciary in 
this day and age has not merely 
interpreted law, as deemed its 
function under the Constitution; it 
has made and continues to make 
law. The people of this country 
will remedy a situation they feel 
is unconstitutional or unfair by 
legislative means when necessary. 
I do not believe that seven jurists, 
no matter what their credentials, 
are substitutes for the electorate. 
In times such as these, when the 
security of the people is in 
question, I would much rather 
rely on the people to decide which 
rights are to be impinged upon. 
After all, we are the ones gov- 
erned by these new laws. 

- Ronald L. Cordy, Louisville, Ky 

Terrifying 'tale' 

"A Tale of Two Constitutions" 
disturbed me so badly that I had to 
reread the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence and the Constitution. It 
turned out to be quite an effort 
and worthwhile. Thank you for 
stirring the gray matter. As I 
studied the article after reading 
both documents, it occurred to me 
that allowing the "evolving" 
theory to go on is tantamount to 
begging a tyranny of the judiciary. 
The question now is how to stop it. 
- R. Douglas McCrea, Allendale, Mich. 

Devolving society 

The competing commentaries 
on constitutional interpretation 
require deep discernment. Under- 
girding each is a philosophical 
assumption about the nature of 
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'I forgot where I put 
my keys last week" 



Yesterday I forgot a number 
that I've dialed for years" 





"I forgot where I put 
my glasses last night" 



"Don't forget 
Your Neuro-PS" 





If your memory isn't what it used to be, maybe you could use 
a little "brain food/' Neuro-PS™ is the phosphatidylserine brand 
formula you can rely on to help you stay sharp and focused.* 

Neuro PS helps promote mental clarity with phosphatidylserine, 
the phospholipid that nutritionally supports the thought process.* 
Research indicates that phosphatidylserine can have a positive 



influence on age-related memory loss so it's important to supplement 
daily, especially since natural body levels of PS can decline with age.* 
A natural first responder for the brain, Neuro-PS™ helps you 
maintain cognitive performance, making it beneficial for baby 
boomers and mature adults needing to promote focus, clarity and 
memory.* Remember to pick up Neuro-PS™ today. 
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truth. A relativist assumes there 
are no absolute truths and that all 
is evolving, ultimately, to perfec- 
tion. An absolutist recognizes 
certain absolutes, including moral, 
and that in this instance some are 
embodied in the Constitution. 
Dershowitz takes a relativist 
approach and is a master at 
making the absurd sound reason- 
able, whereas Barton joins the 
founders in believing in absolute 
"self-evident truths." The upshot: 
all, including our nation, is 
devolving. To reinterpret the 
Constitution to mirror our devolv- 
ing society corrupts the docu- 
ment. It ceases to be one. The 
framers knew this, hence the 
separation of powers. Absent an 
unevolving standard, we race 
downhill. Dershowitz is dead 
wrong. Barton is absolutely right. 

- Tom Edwards, Matador, Texas 

Robed dictators 

You gave a balanced report on 
the two constitutional viewpoints, 
but the "evolving document" view 
is the road to tyranny. We are 
already subject to dictators in 
robes. Federal judges who abuse 
their power are simply unelected, 
appointed-for-life dictators. For 
what is a dictatorship but the 
majority ruled by a few? Our 
democratic republic has been in 
peril for decades from people with 
this view. 

I believe we need a constitution- 
al amendment restoring the 
balance of power: "The courts 
shall make no law. The doctrine of 
judicial precedent is hereby made 
null and void. Each case shall be 
decided on its own merits on a 
strict, literal interpretation of the 
Constitution and applicable 
statutes and the decision shall 
apply to that case alone. All 
precedents that have not been 
subsequently duly enacted by the 
legislative and executive branches 
are hereby nullified." 

- Les Baity, Jefferson City, Mo. 

Natural enemy 

The founders understood that 
government must be chained 
down to protect the individual 
citizens. While government is a 
necessary evil, throughout all of 
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history it has ultimately become 
the natural enemy of the people. 
The founders also understood, 
from firsthand experience, that 
you cannot trust individuals with 
power. Consequently, they made 
the law supreme and diversified 
power among the three federal 
branches, reserving all undelegat- 
ed powers for the states. This is 
the reason our form of government 
has lasted more than 200 years. 

Advocates of the "living Consti- 
tution" are using the courts to 
usurp powers never given to the 
federal government and to destroy 
the entire protective structure the 
founders left us. They clearly 
intended the country be governed 
by elected officials, not ruled by 
unelected judges. 

- T.B. Fisher, Princeton, N.J. 

Guard pride 

"The National Guard: Yesterday, 
Today, Tomorrow" (October) is a 
timely piece demonstrating that 
all servicemembers - active-duty, 
Reserve or Guard - may face 
enemy fire. My great-uncle, Capt. 
John O'Dea, served in the New 
York National Guard (Horse 
Calvary), rode with Gen. Pershing 
into Mexico and marched with 
him into France. My father served 
in the same unit in 1938 and 1939 
but saw no combat. Several of my 
friends from high school joined 
the Guard in 1965; I joined the 
Naval Reserve. Still more friends 
waited to be drafted. We all ended 
up in Vietnam and are proud of 
our service, both active-duty and 
reserve. For anyone, particularly a 
politician, to say that those who 
joined the Guard during Vietnam 
did so to escape combat insults 
the great reputation and history of 
the Guard and those individuals 
who chose it as a way of serving 
their country. My thanks to Maj. 
Gen. Bruce Jacobs for setting the 
record straight. 

- Mike O'Dea, Carmel, ind. 

True veterans 

The article about the National 
Guard's service was long overdue. 
I served in the Guard during the 
1970s and have known since that 
Guardsmen are true veterans - 
including Vietnam. What I didn't 



realize was the staggering num- 
ber who served in that conflict. 
My head is a bit higher now 
because of Maj. Gen. Bruce Jacobs 
and The American Legion Maga- 
zine. Thank you. 

- Paul Honnold, Kansas, III. 

Progress in Iraq 

I am serving with the 2/108th 
Infantry, New York Army National 
Guard. We are attached to the 1st 
Infantry Division - the Big Red 
One. I wanted to drop you a line to 
let you know how we are doing 
over here. 

Our unit is located in the Sunni 
Triangle, about 30 miles north of 
Baghdad. We have several mis- 
sions, to patrol the main supply 
routes and protect a large airbase 
here. We have been successful in 
fighting the enemy and winning 
over the Iraqi civilians. The 
battalion has lost one soldier, who 
was killed on April 11, from Glens 
Falls. Many of you probably know 
of his sacrifice. We had numerous 
close calls, but we are much better 
shots than the insurgents. We have 
killed and captured many insur- 
gents and have found large caches 
of weapons, as well. At the same 
time, we have helped the Iraqis in 
rebuilding local schools, medical 
clinics, and have passed out shoes 
and candy to countless children. 

I know the public back home 
only sees the bad news. I want 
everyone back home to know that 
the soldiers here are doing their 
duty and trying to make this place 
better. The soldiers here have left 
families and jobs and have laid it 
all on the line to help a nation be 
free and recover from a terrible 
regime. Their sacrifices must not 
be in vain. Continue to support the 
troops so that the mission here 
gets done and done right. 

The support from back home has 
been great overall. It is what 
makes bad days over here toler- 
able. Thanks for your prayers and 
support. We will be proud to come 
home to a grateful nation and be a 
part of The American Legion in 
the years ahead. I am planning to 
reserve the post for my welcom- 
ing-home party next year. Hope to 
see you then. 

- Capt. Geoffrey Cramer, deployed in Iraq 
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Technology creates 
greatest advance- 
ment in time 
keeping since the 
quartz movement... 
and lets everyone 
benefit from United 
States Government 
innovation. With the Atomic Digital 
Watch by La Crosse Technology, all of 
us have the opportunity to take 
advantage of our tax dollars at work, 
in a way that will positively impact 
our daily lives. 

How can a watch possibly create such 
an opportunity? The U.S. Government 
National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) Time and Frequency 
Division, a division of the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, maintains 
the cesium atomic clock, a clock that is 
accurate to within one second in a mil- 
lion years, to monitor and maintain the 
official U.S. time standard. In Colorado 
our government relies on the cesium 
atomic clock to create a national time 
standard to provide the most precise 
and accurate measure of time. The 
cesium clock drives a low frequency 
radio signal, known as the WWVB 
signal, which is transmitted at 60 kHz 
to your location at the speed of light. 
The Atomic Digital Watch has a built-in 
receiver that automatically tunes in 
to the WWVB signal transmitted to the 



NIST stations on a daily 
basis, so that you can 
have the most accurate 
time in the world on your 
wrist! Imagine never hav- 
ing to worry about setting 
the time on your watch. 
Turn the watch on, select 
your time zone and the 
watch will set itself 
overnight. This watch will 
also automatically adjust for 
Daylight Saving Time (DST) 
and leap year. There is also a 
DST disabling feature if you 
live in Arizona or Indiana. 
With features that include a day/ date 
calendar, 12/24 hour mode choice, 
signal reception indicator, adjustable 
band and 3-volt lithium battery, 
this watch is a great gift for anyone 
who needs to know the right time, 
all the time. 

An unbelievably new low price. 

The Atomic Digital Watch by La Crosse 
Technology is now available at a new 
low price. Originally $69.95, one of the 
most technologically advanced watches 
in the world is now available for 
the unbelievably low price of $39.95! 
Innovative Home Products home trial 
allows you to try the Atomic Digital 
Watch for 30 days risk-free. If you are 
not completely satisfied, simply return 
it for a full refund of the purchase price. 





FREE WITH PURCHASE! 



Order today and receive, FREE OF CHARGE, 
La Crosse Technology's Atomic Digital 
Alarm Clock with a retail value of $29.95! 

• Atomic radio-controlled time 

• Automatically sets time 

• Time alarm with snooze 

• Backlight for easy viewing 



CALL NOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF THIS INCREDIBLE OFFER! 



Atomic Digital Watch 
J$69^ST $39.95 + S&H 

Atomic Digital Alarm Clock 
^29^T FREE + S&H 

A $99 value for only $39.95!! 

Promotional Code ADW-Z149 
Please mention this when you call. 

866-607-8738 

To order by mail, please call for details. 
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HOME PRODUCTS 




Call toll-free 24 hours a day 866-607-8738 ^l^EQgjj 
www.lnnovativeHomeProducts.com 



An open letter to Majority Leader Bill Frist and Minority Leader 
Tom Daschle of the united States Senate from The American Legion 
National Commander, dated Oct. 13, 2004, regarding the 
U.S. Senate's failure to bring S.J. Res. 4 to the floor for a vote: 



The Honorable Senators Frist and Daschle: 



On behalf of more than 4 million members of The 
American Legion family, I am bitterly disappointed 
that the Senate has slipped off to recess without 
having acted on S.J. Res. 4, the flag amendment. 

After H.J. Res. 4 passed 
overwhelmingly in the House, 
we believed the Senate would 
take action on its counterpart 
S.J. Res. 4 because of promises 
made to The American Legion 
and because of the bipartisan 
support it enjoys in the Senate. 
I can only conclude by your 
failure to act that the leadership 
does not take the flag amend- 
ment seriously and no longer 
considers it a priority. 

You have let us all down. You 
have shown no respect for the 
millions of Americans who have 
expressed their steadfast 
support for passage of this 
amendment. 

We expected a vote and did 
not even get an explanation. We 
deserved more from you, and from this Congress. 

Your inaction sends a message: the flag you are 
willing to drape over the caskets of our heroes, 
military and civilian alike, isn't important enough to 
protect on our own soil. 

Every day, we ask the best of America's young men 
and women to step into harm's way, pass through a 
gauntlet of hidden bombs, mortar rounds, rocket- 
propelled grenades, into the crosshairs of terrorists - 
under the Flag of the United States of America. Every 
day, more of our men and women come home dead, 
wounded or forever changed by the experience. 

I have been in the company of these men and 
women. I have been at their bedsides. I have seen 
tubes filled with their blood - American blood - 
draining the stump of a blown-off leg or arm. I know 
a man whose skull was crushed and will spend the 
rest of his life horribly disfigured, his brain perma- 




nently damaged. I have met Marines blinded by 
combat and covered in shrapnel wounds. 

And yet, these are the proudest, bravest, most 
patriotic Americans I have ever met. They believe in 
our country. They believe in 
our leaders. They believe in the 
flag under which they fought 
and gave so much. 

You'll find Old Glory hanging 
over the beds of the wounded 
and in the windows of those who 
have returned from harm's way. 

Try telling them that they 
fought on the sands of Iraq so 
that you, by your inaction, 
could protect someone's "right" 
to desecrate their flag on the 
street corners of America. 

Last March, at The American 
Legion's Washington Confer- 
ence, Senator Frist, you said: 
"When it comes to the American 
flag and all that it represents, we 
must fight and continue to stand 
to see that it is never, ever 
desecrated. With your support, lobbying and advo- 
cacy, we must see that that never happens." And we 
believed you. 

Senator Daschle, you know that 80 percent of the 
American people support passage of this amend- 
ment, and all 50 state legislatures, including your 
own, have asked the Congress to send it back for 
ratification. Yet you have personally done nothing to 
bring this issue to the floor or encourage your fellow 
members to vote on it. Your silence speaks volumes. 

Senators, we have lobbied. We have waited. We 
have trusted. We have abided by the constitutional 
process every step of the way and it has apparently 
resulted in a dead end at your doorstep. Won't you 
heed the voice of "We the people"? 

Whether you support the amendment or not, we 
are asking you to bring S.J. Res. 4 to the floor for a 
vote, as promised and as expected. 



Sincerely, 



Thomas P. Cadmus 
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INTRODUCING THE BOSE® WAVE® MUSIC SYSTEM. 

PERFORMANCE everyone can recognize. 
SIMPLICITY everyone can appreciate. 
ELEGANCE that speaks for itself. 




placed it on their "Ail-Time A-List" of technology break- 
throughs that have changed the world. Now, the award-winning predecessor has been 
engineered to a new standard of performance, simplicity, and elegance. 



ITS NEW PERFORMANCE 

• Reproduces one-half octave lower musical notes. 

• Produces even greater instrument clarity and definition. 

• Plays the newer MP3 CDs as well as conventional CDs and 
of course, FM/AM radio. 

• It may well become the primary music system in your home 

ITS NEW SIMPLICITY 

• No buttons! 

• It is completely and conveniently controlled by a small, elegant remote control. 

ITS NEW ELEGANCE 

• The original model has been repeatedly praised for its distinctive design. The new 
model has carried this design to an unprecedented level with the absence of all buttons. 

• A thin, slot-loaded CD player replaces the previous top door mechanism. 

IT COMES WITH A 30-DAY EXCITEMENT GUARANTEE. During 
this risk-free trial period please compare, side by side, the sound of your new Bose Wave® 
music system to that of larger and more expensive sound systems owned by you or your 
friends. You will appreciate our request when you make this comparison. 

TO ORDER OR FOR INFORMATION CALL 

1-800-901-0231. ext. TD732 

Be sure to ask about our financing options. 

For information on all our products: www.bose.com/td732 

©2004 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. The distinctive design is also a registered trademark of Bose Corporation. 
Financing and free shipping offer not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without notice. 
Risk free refers to 30-day trial only. Delivery is subject to product availability. Quotes are reprinted with permission: Marcelle M. Soviero, 
Popular Science, 12/93; Rich Warren, Chicago Tribune, 8/27/93; ForbesASAP (in reference to the original Wave® radio), 11/27/00. 
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commander's message 




Strengthen the DoD-VA link 

U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Gene Westbrook deployed to Iraq last 
January to train a new army there. Four months later, he 
was struck by a mortar shell. Shrapnel severed his spine. 
He was paralyzed below the chest and left with only limited 
use of his right arm. A husband and father of three, the 35- 
year-old Westbrook came home a changed man. He battles 
constant infections. His wife must care for him full-time. His 
life will never be the same. 

On top of all that, as of October, Westbrook had not yet 
received his VA disability benefits. He pays the bills for his 
wife and three children on military pay of $2,800 a month. 
They've been getting by on one income, living in limbo, 
waiting for paperwork to clear between the Departments of 
Defense and Veterans Affairs. Six months passed. 

"I love the military; that was my life," Westbrook told The 
Washington Post. "But I don't believe they're taking care of me 
now. They're supposed to expedite the process, and they have 
not done that. It's very draining. I don't know what to do." 

Nearly 200,000 Americans who served in Iraq and Afghani- 
stan have been discharged. Among them, more than 26,000 
have filed benefit claims with VA for service-connected dis- 
abilities, but less than two-thirds of those claims have been 
processed, as of this writing. Approximately 10,000 veterans 
are waiting to receive the benefits they've earned. 
This is unacceptable. But it is fixable. 

Improved collaboration between VA and DoD must become a 
higher priority. On Oct. I, I sent letters calling for such col- 
laboration to VA Secretary Anthony Principi and Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. The American Legion is pleased 
the two departments have formulated a "joint strategic plan" to 
improve connections. But the plan was adopted in April 2003. 
Execution has yet to come. 

Since the plan was adopted, thousands of U.S. military 
servicemembers have come home, many with significant 
injuries. They are turning to VA, as they should. But they are 
finding that the paperwork is not keeping up. 

In January 1999, recommendations for seamless transition 
from DoD to VA were made in the "Report of the Congressional 
Commission on Servicemembers and Veterans Transition 
Assistance." Those recommendations included ensuring that 
any future computer-system replacements are made jointly 
between DoD and VA. In 2003, the President's Task Force to 
Improve Health Care Delivery for Our Nation's Veterans was 
challenged to seek out new avenues of DoD-VA cooperation in 
the delivery of health care - from computer systems to phar- 
maceutical supplies. 

U.S. servicemembers need this collaboration now. They 
deserve swift, smart and fair treatment - not a six-month 
journey through an unnecessary bureaucratic fog bank. 
Nothing is more useless than a strategic plan that never leaves 
the bookshelf. Sgt. Gene Westbrook gave his mobility and an 
arm for America. America can at least give him and thousands 
like him the benefits they so rightfully deserve, so they can 
move on with dignity. 
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National Commander Thomas P. Cadmus 

James V. Carroll 



memoranda 



DEC. 15 DEADLINE FOR SURVIVING 
SPOUSE BENEFITS 

The Veterans Benefits Act of 2003 restored 
entitlement to Dependency and Indemnity 
Compensation and related home-loan and 
education benefits for veterans' surviving spouses 
who remarry on or after their 57th birthdays. The 
deadline to apply for the benefit is Dec. 15, 2004. 
VA pays the benefit to surviving spouses of 
military members who die while on active duty 
and to surviving spouses of veterans whose death 
resulted from service-related causes. Under the 
new law, surviving spouses who remarried after 
age 57 and before Dec. 16, 2003, have a limited 
time to apply for restoration. For more informa- 
tion, call VA's toll free number at (800) 827-1000 
or visit the nearest VA regional office. 

HELP VETERAN STORM VICTIMS 

A special challenge has been issued to raise 
funds to help veterans and American Legion 
posts that were devastated in the hurricanes and 
tornadoes that hit the Southeast last summer. 
The National Emergency Fund goal of $500,000 
this year will not be enough in the aftermath of 
one of the worst storm seasons in U.S. history. 
Posts are challenged to collect $1 for every 
member of the Legion post, Sons of The Ameri- 
can Legion squadron and Auxiliary - in addition 
to their regular NEF goals. For more information, 
contact the National Internal Affairs Division at 
(317) 630-1330 or e-mail ia@legion.org 
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SEE AGAIN. 

Your memories. Your life. Your vision. 




MACULAR DEGENERATION 
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of people with low 
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a VideoEye power 
magnification system 
to continue reading, 
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and doing everyday 
tasks. Don't let the 
effects of Macular 
Degeneration stop 
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big issues 

Abolishment of the Electoral College? 




YES 



Xandra Kayden 

League of women voters 

■ Kayden is an author and a 
senior fellow at the School of 
Public Policy and Social 
Research at UCLA. 



The League of Women Voters believes every 
citizen has the right to have his or her vote count. 
It is a core value for a democracy. When the 
Constitution was written, the expectation of our 
founding fathers was a bit different: they wanted 
every responsible citizen - white men who owned 
property - to make the choice. They also wanted 
our chief executive to be chosen by his peers, men 
who knew the candidates 
through their work at both the 
state and national levels. The 
notion that a tie in the Elec- 
toral College would give the 
decision to the House of 
Representatives was actually 
intended not as a fall-back 
position but as the ideal 
because it gave those most 
directly elected by the people - 
congressmen - the opportunity 
to make the final choice. 

That system might have worked except for the 
emergence of political parties, which put more 
emphasis on competing values and gave organiza- 
tion to our legislatures and our understanding of 
issues. As the presidency became more important, 
the parties declined. Today, the media are the 
intermediaries between voters and candidates. It is 
not a happy solution because - even though voters 
have a much greater opportunity to learn about 
both the candidates and the issues - spinning by 
pundits and negative ads have lessened the cred- 
ibility of the candidates and the process alike. 

The Electoral College makes it worse for two 
reasons: it gives smaller states disproportionate 
influence because college votes are based on the 
number of delegates to the House of Representa- 
tives, plus two for the Senate. That makes the 
votes in larger states less valuable. And in all but 
two states, it is "winner take all," which effectively 
disenfranchises everyone else in the state. Forty- 
nine percent of California voters can add up to all 
the voters in several states. 

When the popular vote doesn't match the 
electoral results, we risk making the system 
illegitimate in the eyes of the voters. 




NO 



John Samples 

The Cato institute 

■ Samples is director of 
Cato's Center for Representa- 
tive Government at Johns 
Hopkins University. 



THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

Critics of the Electoral College com- 
plain that it allows candidates to be 
elected without a majority of the 
popular vote. Defenders of the elec- 
toral vote say it must remain in place 
to protect the rights of states with 
small populations. 



Critics deride the Electoral College as an unfortu- 
nate relic of bygone days, a quill pen accidentally 
persisting into the age of the Internet. They assume 
direct election of the president represents progress. 

But the founding fathers believed in limited and 
republican government. James Madison called the 
Constitution "our complex system of polity," a 
document comprising several conceptions of the 

public will. In some cases, like 
the House of Representatives, 
he noted, public will can be 
measured by direct popular 
vote. In others, the public will 
equaled "the will of the states 
in their distinct and indepen- 
dent capacities." In Madison's 
"complex system of polity" the 
public will is far more than 
simple majority rule. 

What about the Electoral 
College? Madison thought it 
embodied the "federal will" of the nation. By that, 
he meant the Electoral College included both the 
will of the nation as expressed in the popular vote 
and the will of the states in a federal system - 
every state, large or small, gets two electors. As 
Madison knew, this would give small and medium- 
sized states more leverage in presidential elections 
than they would have in a popular vote. This 
system thus balanced the power of the large states. 

We can see other advantages of the Electoral 
College. Under direct election, candidates try to 
gain large majorities in their strongholds and ignore 
other areas. The Electoral College encourages 
candidates to seek support throughout the nation. 

Madison's point about federalism is also well 
taken. The founders feared the arbitrary exercise of 
political power, and they hoped strong states would 
limit an expansive central government. If we 
abolish the Electoral College, states will be less 
capable of checking the federal government. 

Finally, any state may now divide their electoral 
votes according to the division of the popular vote 
in that state. Only two do so, which suggests almost 
all states see some value in the Electoral College, in 
comparison to direct election of the president. 
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Effect 



Wielding its financial power, Saudi Arabia spearheads an active 
campaign of influence and control over the world's Muslims. 
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naniel Pipes is director of the 
Middle East Forum, a U.S.- 
based think tank that seeks 
to promote U.S. interests in the 
Middle East. A graduate of Har- 
vard, Pipes has taught at the Naval 
War College and serves on the 
Pentagon's Special 
Task Force on 
Terrorism and 
Technology. He has 
testified before a 
number of congres- 
sional committees 
and serves on the 
president-appointed 
board of the U.S. 
Institute of Peace. He 
is a columnist for 
The New York Post 
and The Jerusalem 
Post. He also is the 
author of 12 books. In 1995, Pipes 
warned that militant Islam had 
declared war on the United States 
and Europe. One newspaper 
subsequently wrote, "If Pipes' 
admonitions had been heeded, 
there might never have been a 
9/11." Pipes recently responded to 
questions from The American 
Legion Magazine on the Middle 
East, terrorism and the ongoing 
threat from militant Islam. 

The American Legion Magazine: 

LeVs start with Saudi Arabia. 
Friend or foe? 

Daniel Pipes: Neither. It's a rival. 
To say it's a foe would be to take a 
complex relationship and turn it to 
the most negative elements. To say 
it is a friend would be to do the 
opposite, to reduce the relationship 
only to its most positive qualities. 
Saudi Arabia has elements of both 
positive and negative. It should be 
seen more like China. In our 
relationship with China, we have 
some elements in common and 
some in opposition. Somehow, 
though, it has emerged that China 
seems like a worthy rival and 
Saudi Arabia does not. 



Q: How do the Saudis see them- 
selves? 

A: As the spearhead for the Muslim 
world. They see themselves as 
forwarding a civilization that is 
better than ours. They have been 
pursuing that aim for the best part 
of a century. They forward 
their viewpoint in a 
number of ways. Among 
themselves and throughout 
the Muslim world, they 
promote their view through 
control of Islam's two holy 
cities, Mecca and Medina. 
They also forward their 
view through military 
conquests. Saudi Arabia 
didn't just happen. It was 
formed through physical 
conquest. Now, they con- 
tinue with an active cam- 
paign of forwarding ideas. 

Q: How does that campaign take 
form in the United States? 
A: In many ways. The Saudis own 
most of the mortgages on mosques 
in the United States. That puts them 
in a position of power among Amer- 
ican Muslims. They own schools 
and media in our country. They 
bring imams (religious leaders) to 
Saudi Arabia for training and then 
return them here, where they can 
influence Muslims in America. 
Q: Are we fully aware of the risks 
these activities pose to us? 
A: We are more aware today than 
we were three years ago, on Sept. 
11, 2001. The shock of that event 
transformed the U.S. -Saudi 
relationship. Now we have 
suspicion that had no traction 
before 9/11. 

Q: How, then, should we approach 
our relationship with Saudi Arabia? 
A: We should look at Saudi Arabia 
as a rival. Just as we do with 
China, we should maintain our 
own positions, but we should work 
with them when possible. Also, we 
should do our best to understand 



their history and to understand 
them as a people. 

Q: What are some key things we 
need to understand? 
A: There's not a whole lot of 
opportunity in Saudi Arabia for 
the kinds of views we have. One 
of the most obvious is their social 
view about women. Recently, a 
prominent Saudi businesswoman 
went out in public without a head 
covering. She was criticized 
harshly by the grand mufti, Saudi 
Arabia's highest religious author- 
ity. He declared that this behavior 
was prohibited and that there 
would be grave consequences. 

Q: Does that mean a backlash 
against women asserting themselves? 
A: There could be a backlash 
similar to what happened in 1991. 
There was a comparable effort. A 
group of women decided to push 
for more freedoms, and they drove 
cars. As a result, the women 
suffered repercussions. Some lost 
their jobs or had their passports 
taken away. Now, in this latest 
episode, where the woman went 
out without a headscarf, there may 
or may not be the same degree of 
punishment. In any case, it is hard 
to see that those types of trends, 
with women asserting themselves, 
will flourish. 

Q: Why do women in Saudi Arabia 
put up with this degree of control? 
Why don't they simply cast off their 
veils and start driving en masse? 
Why don't they rebel? 
A: I don't know that women in 
Saudi Arabia are more liberal or 
Western-oriented than the men are. 
They are probably less so. There 
are some women who wish to have 
a different order and to have the 
society liberalized. But to some 
extent, many Saudi women accept 
the prevailing norm. They tend to 
be less exposed to larger issues, 
and information and society. They 
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Daniel Pipes warned 
in 1995 that militant 
islam had declared 
war on America. 



Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

Population: 25,795,938 
Capital: Riyadh 
Religion: islam 

Government type: Monarchy 




| The Royal Mosque is 
located in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia, cows 



History: The Saudi state began in central Arabia in 
about 1750. A local ruler, Muhammad bin Saud, joined forces with an Islamic 
reformer, Muhammad Abd Al-Wahhab, to create a new political entity. Over 
the next 150 years, the fortunes of the Saud family rose and fell several times 
as Saudi rulers contended with Egypt, the Ottoman Empire and other Arabian 
families for control on the peninsula. The modern Saudi state was founded by 
the late King Abdul Aziz Al-Saud, known internationally as Ibn Saud. In 1902, 
Abdul Aziz recaptured Riyadh, the Al-Saud dynasty's ancestral capital, from 
the rival Al-Rashid family. Continuing his conquests, Abdul Aziz subdued Al- 
Hasa, the rest of Nejd and the Hijaz between 1913 and 1926. In 1932, these 
regions were unified as the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

Executive branch: King and Prime Minister Fahd bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud 
(since June 1982, but largely incapacitated since late 1995); Crown Prince and 
First Deputy Prime Minister Abdallah bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud since June 1982, 
also Saudi Arabian National Guard Commander since 1963 and de-facto ruler 
since early 1996. The monarch, King Fahd, is both chief of state and head of 
government. 

Natural resources: Petroleum, natural gas, iron ore, gold, copper 

Economic overview: Oil-based economy with strong government controls. 
Saudi Arabia has the largest petroleum reserves in the world - 25 percent of 
proved reserves - and is the largest exporter of petroleum. Petroleum sector 
accounts for 75 percent of budget revenues, 45 percent of GDP and 90 percent 
of export earnings. Government is encouraging private-sector growth to 
reduce the kingdom's dependence on oil and increase employment. 

Labor Force: 7 million 

Unemployment rate: 25 percent (2003) 

Export partners: United States, 18.9 percent; Japan, 15.9 percent; South 
Korea, 10.3 percent; Singapore, 5.2 percent; China, 4.7 percent (2002) 

Economic aid donor: Pledged $100 million in 1993 to fund reconstruction of 
Lebanon. Since 2000, Saudi Arabia has committed $307 million in assistance 
to the Palestinians, $240 million to development in Afghanistan and $1 billion 
in export guarantees and soft loans to Iraq. 

Military: Land Force (Army), Navy, Air Force, Air Defense Force, National 
Guard, Ministry of Interior Forces (paramilitary) 

Military power - availability: 8,240,714 (males ages 15 to 49) 

Military expenditures: $18 billion, or 10 percent of GDP (2002) 

Human rights: Principal problems include abuse of prisoners and 
incommunicado detention; prohibitions or severe restrictions on the 
freedoms of speech, press, peaceful assembly and association, and religion; 
denial of the right of citizens to change their government; systematic 
discrimination against women, and ethnic and religious minorities; and 
suppression of workers' rights. 

international disputes: Nomadic groups along the border with Yemen resist 
demarcation of boundary. Yemen protests Saudi erection of a concrete-filled 
pipe as a security barrier in 2004 to stem illegal cross-border activities. Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia continue discussions on a maritime boundary with Iran. 
Because treaties have not been made public, the exact alignment of a 
boundary with United Arab Emirates is unknown and labeled "approximate." 

Sources: U.S. State Department CIAs "The World Factbook 2004" 
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are more sheltered. So they are less 
inclined to want to liberalize. For 
instance, there is the practice of 
ritual clitorectomy. By and large, it 
is the women who keep it going. A 
number of men say they don't need 
it, or they don't see the need for 
women to have it. The women 
have been less exposed to the 
reasons to eliminate clitorectomy, 
so they say it is needed. 

Q: The U.S. media has reported 
episodes that seem to indicate 
conflict or unrest within Saudi 
Arabia itself. Is the nation experi- 
encing internal problems? 
A: There is a civil war within Saudi 
Arabia. It is not a war between 
liberal Western elements and 
reactionaries. The war is between 
reactionary Islamists and the even 
more reactionary Islamists. 

Q: Is this war a serious threat to 
the current regime? 
A: The Saudi state is powerful. It is 
hard to challenge it. And they are 
making their own changes. Recent- 
ly, their government announced it 
would hold elections at a low level. 
I think this is exactly the right 
move for them. We should encour- 
age that. We need to press the Saudi 
government to open up slowly. I 
view this as critical. Of course, any 
transition to an open political 
system would take decades. 

Q: If the Saudi state did become 
more liberal would it feel repercus- 
sions or suffer sanctions from other 
surrounding Islamic nations? 
A: The other Islamic nations 
already are open, compared to 
Saudi Arabia. If Saudi Arabia were 
to become more like them, they 
would not object. 

Q: Who has a firmer grip on their 
societal goals, the United States or 
Saudi Arabia? 

A: Saudi Arabia is an authoritar- 
ian state. It is ideological. It has 
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shown remarkable persistence in 
forwarding its ideas. So far, we've 
maintained our strength. 

Q: Let's talk about the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict Can it be 
resolved? 

A: Sure. Easily. All it takes is the 
understanding that this is a war. 
It's not just random violence. It 
doesn't look like a war, because it 
doesn't have symmetrical combat- 
ants. In our own war with terror- 
ists, we don't have symmetry, 
either. Al-Qaida doesn't have an 
air force. The Palestinians don't 
have one either. But each of those 
organizations or peoples is at war 
with its enemy. The Palestinians 
are at war with Israel. That needs 
to be understood. The Palestin- 
ians' goal is to destroy Israel. That 
is a war goal. Only with closure is 
it possible to move forward. 

Q: What will bring closure? 
A: The key is the Palestinians' 
recognition of Israel. They must 
take clear actions in that direction 
over a period of many years. 
Otherwise, the agreements they 
sign are merely scraps of paper. 
The Palestinians must be held to 
their promise to renounce vio- 
lence. Otherwise, their terrorist 
tactics are rewarded and more 
violence is encouraged. They must 
show that they truly accept Israel. 
They don't have to like it. They 
can complain about Israel; they 
can write stinging letters to the 
editor. But they must accept Israel. 
And Israel must not signal vulner- 
ability and demoralization, as it 
has by conducting lopsided deals 
for hostages. This only encourages 
Israel's enemies to view hostage 
taking as an effective tactic. 

Q: How should the United States 
position itself in this conflict? 
A: We need to reconceptualize 
our policy. Now, we merely 
encourage Israel to defend itself. 



That is not enough. We need to 
work so that everything we do in 
that arena forwards a change of 
heart toward Israel. This would 
benefit both the Israelis and the 
Palestinians. Only after the 
Palestinians accept Israel will they 
themselves be able to build a 
decent society. Until they do, the 
situation remains quite the oppo- 
site. The Palestinians' society will 
remain corrupt, poor and anarchic. 

Q: What is your view on America's 
war on terror? 

A: The war on terror did not begin 
in 2001. The attack that took place 
on Sept. 11, 2001, was the largest 
but not the first militant Islamist 
assault on the United States. The at- 
tacks started in 1979, when militant 
Islamists seized the U.S. embassy 
in Tehran and captured American 
hostages. From then until 2001, the 
attacks continued. There was the 
bombing of the U.S. Marine 
barracks in Beirut, the Hezbollah 
attacks where U.S. servicemen 
were killed in Spain . . . the list goes 
on and on. Prior to September 2001, 
some 600 Americans lost their lives 
to militant Islam. 

Q: Did we always view ourselves as 
being under attack? 
A: In the 1970s, we insisted on 
seeing these aggressive acts as 
criminalities, not as war. We did 
not go far enough. We barely 
responded. For example, when the 
Marine barracks was bombed in 
Beirut, 241 Americans were killed 
- the largest number of Americans 
killed by militant Islamists at that 
time. We did not retaliate. In 
September 2001, we finally under- 
stood that this was war. We began 
to act appropriately. We went into 
Afghanistan and destroyed the 
platform. We have been working 
staunchly to stem the flow of 
money that funds terrorists. But 
this has been a confusing war. 
There have been anomalies we 



haven't been able to figure out, 
such as how you deal with a war 
that has much criminality. 

Q: What advances have we made? 
A: One of the biggest is that we 
now understand that this is not a 
war on terrorism. Terror is not an 
enemy; it's a method. Just as we 
haven't waged war on sneak 
attacks or on guerrilla tactics, we 
are not fighting the method; we 
are fighting an enemy who is 
using the method of terrorism. 
The enemy could become more 
affluent and build an air force and 
a navy, and they wouldn't be 
terrorists anymore. They would be 
an enemy waging war. 

Q: What are we fighting over? 
A: It's a war on ideology. That 
ideology is militant Islam. This 
war is somewhat similar to our 
prior endeavors against other 
totalitarians, such as the Nazis, 
the fascists or the Stalinists. We 
now have a new set of foes 
proffering a totalitarian vision. 

Q: Do Americans agree with that 
view? The PATRIOT Act has been 
criticized. 

A: I don't take criticisms of the 
PATRIOT Act very seriously. We 
are being educated. We are lax, we 
get slammed and we get educated 
again. We will get smart eventu- 
ally. I say we can get smart 
without having to lose lives. I'm 
not sure how successful that 
approach will be, though. We 
continue to be targeted by militant 
Islamists. I suspect it will be some 
other atrocity that will make 
people realize that they are under 
attack. I only hope that we recog- 
nize the danger sooner rather than 
later, so that we will not have to 
suffer additional loss of life. || 

Interview: Susan Katz Keating 
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I must fight 

Efforts to ''de-fund" Scouts puts boys on the front line of a culture war 



BY SUSAN KATZ KEATING 

When a group of Boy 
Scouts in southern Flori- 
da refused to change its 
policies to suit liberal social 
activists, local chapters of the 
United Way took action. The 
charities cut off more than 
$1 million per year in funding to 
the Scouts. As a result, the Scouts 
were forced to drop a character- 
building program for at-risk 
youth. "It was a devastating loss," 
says Jeff Herrmann, Scout execu- 
tive of the South Florida Council. 
"We lost thousands of boys." 

The South Florida Scouts are 
not alone. Across the United 
States, activists are forcing a 
confrontation that places young 
boys in kerchiefs on the front 
lines of a culture war. Scouts are 
being shut out of public pro- 
grams, kicked off government 
lands and denied the ability to 
place flyers in school backpacks. 
The most sustained assaults are 
coming from United Way chap- 
ters choosing to "de-fund" their 
local Scouts. So far, some 60 
chapters nationwide have joined 
the movement to de-fund. 

The tactic is effective, because 
it also works to demoralize. 

"They haven't given us a fair 
shake," says Scout executive 
Ray Braun, whose New York- 
based Rip Van Winkle Council 
recently lost $35,000 of a 
$600,000 annual budget. "The 



United Way is unhappy, so now 
our kids are suffering." 

Why the Wrath? A certain 
measure of antagonism springs 
from the fact that Boy Scouts 
believe in God, a position that so 
enraged the American Civil 
Liberties Union that it convinced 
the San Diego City Council to 
renege this year on a half-century- 
old park lease to California Scouts. 
But in this day of an increasingly 
strident push to legitimize gay 
marriage, the true outrage is 
rooted in the politics of sexuality. 
Specifically, the Boy Scouts refuse 
to permit avowed homosexuals to 
serve as Scoutmasters. 

Scouting teaches members, 
among other lessons, to be 
"morally straight." As far as 
Scouts are concerned, that teach- 
ing includes matters of sexual 
orientation, with homosexuality 
falling outside the bounds of 
moral acceptability. A homosexual 
Scoutmaster, therefore, does not 
meet the character standards 
required of a Scout leader. 

"That has been our policy, and 
it will continue to be our policy," 
Boy Scouts of America spokes- 
man Gregg Shields says. 

Liberals and gay-rights support- 
ers say the policy is offensive. 
Some even try to brand the Scouts 
as bigots. The California-based 
organization Scouting For All, led 



by a homosexual former Eagle 
Scout, has launched a nationwide 
campaign accusing the Scouts of 
nefarious wrong-mindedness. 
Nevertheless, no one can force 
the scouts to embrace homosexu- 
al behavior. 

"The Boy Scouts are entitled to 
their viewpoint," says Paul Rosen- 
zweig of the Heritage Foundation. 
"They have the right to freedom of 
association, and they are exercis- 
ing that right." 

In 2000, the U.S. Supreme 
Court affirmed the Scouts' ability 
to use that valuable constitution- 
al guarantee. 

In the case that led to the court's 
ruling, former Eagle Scout James 
Dale announced his homosexual- 
ity. When Dale joined a militant 
gay-rights group, the Boy Scouts 
did not allow him to continue as an 
assistant Scoutmaster. Dale sued. 
When the case eventually reached 
the Supreme Court, justices ruled 
that the Boy Scouts, as with all 
private organizations, could 
associate with people of their own 
choosing, and are entitled to set 
their own membership standards. 
The court's decision meant that the 
Scouts are not required to allow a 
homosexual to lead young boys. 

The Anti-Scout Lobby. If the 

Scouts and their supporters 
viewed the Dale ruling as an 
affirmation of a fundamental 
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National Adjutant urges supporters to designate funds. 

The American Legion's support for the Boy Scouts of America 
goes back to the Legion's founding in 1919. At its first national 
convention, The American Legion adopted a resolution stating, "The 
American Legion heartily commends the principles and 
achievements of the Boy Scouts and recommends that each post 
assist the Scout troop in its community in whatever matter 
practicable." The Legion's support for the Scouts has never 
wavered. More recently, The American Legion has filed amicus 
briefs supporting the Boy Scouts in legal battles over the 
organization's right to ban homosexual leaders. Even though the 
U.S. Supreme Court affirmed the Scouts' right to set membership 
criteria, the Court refused to reconsider a lower court's opinion 
which allows the state of Connecticut to exclude the Boy Scouts in 
its state employee charitable-contribution campaign. 

"The Supreme Court ducked the issue," said Legion National 
Adjutant Robert W. Spanogle, who pointed out that American 
Legion Res. No. 28, which was passed in the Legion's October 
2003 National Executive Committee Meetings, called upon the 
Supreme Court to overturn Boy Scouts of America vs. Nancy 
Wyman. "The Legion filed a friend of court brief supporting the 
Scouts, but the courts ruled against them because, like the Legion, 
the Scouts stand for God and country. The Supreme Court already 
said that they didn't have to allow homosexual Scout leaders. This 
latest injustice in Connecticut will now stand. Where is the 
common sense?" 

While critics of the Scouts have successfully hampered the 
organization's fundraising abilities, Spanogle suggests that 
United Way donors designate their contributions specifically for 
the Boy Scouts. 

"The United Way is a product of the community and the Boy 
Scouts have the support of the community," he said. "I have 
donated to the United Way for 35 years, and I choose to designate. 
It's freedom of choice, and if you support the Scouts, you should 
exercise your freedom to designate your donations to the Scouts." 



American freedom, others saw it 
as a call to battle. Liberal social 
activists embarked on an aggres- 
sive campaign to punish the 
Boy Scouts. 

An anti-Scout lobby already was 
well entrenched in American 
society. Radical feminists want to 
take the "Boy" out of Boy Scouts, 
and atheists want to oust God 
from the club. The left-leaning 
lobbyists tried to push their 
agenda via the courts. 

"People have sued to try to get us 
to change our membership poli- 
cies," says George A. Davidson, an 
attorney who has handled litigation 
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on behalf of the Boy Scouts for 
nearly 30 years. "They wanted to 
force us to admit the three Gs: the 
girls, the gays and the godless. But 
the Boy Scouts are a private group. 
They can set their own policies/' 

Membership standards re- 
mained intact. 

Beginning in 1992, however, a 
few creative opponents decided to 
hit the Scouts in the pocketbook 
by enlisting a handful of United 
Way chapters to cut support. 

The de-funding mechanism 
followed a pattern. First the United 
Way chapters enacted non-discrim- 
ination policies. The policies stated 



that the United Way chapters would 
give money only to groups that do 
not discriminate on the basis of the 
usual things covered in civil-rights 
statutes - among them, sexual 
orientation. Chapters asked their 
funding recipients to sign docu- 
ments affirming their own non- 
discrimination policies. When local 
Boy Scout councils held firm to 
their ban on homosexual Scout- 
masters, donations were axed. 

The tactic is perfectly legal. 
"Just as the Boy Scouts have the 
right to freedom of association, 
so too does the United Way," 
Rosenzweig says. "They don't 
have to give discretionary money 
to the Boy Scouts." 

From 1992 through 2000, only 
eight United Way chapters 
employed the de-funding tactic. 
After the Dale ruling, though, 
more United Way chapters joined 
the fold. 

United Way actually functions 
as a trade association, providing 
"brand-name" approval to indi- 
vidual chapters around the 
country. Each chapter sets its own 
rules and policies on how to 
distribute charitable funds. "Each 
one is an independent entity," says 
Philip Jones, director of media 
relations for United Way leader- 
ship headquarters in northern 
Virginia. And though the associa- 
tion headquarters did not set a 
policy against giving money to 
Boy Scouts, the de-funding 
movement began to snowball. 

In town after town, across 
America, Boy Scouts took a hit. 
Consider what happened in Florida. 

The South Florida Council serves 
three large metropolitan areas, 
including Broward, Dade and 
Monroe counties. The council's 
18,000 Scouts enjoy thousands of 
acres of prime recreation land, with 
access to camping, sailing, wilder- 
ness adventure and their own 
grounds within Everglades National 
Park. But the program that meant 



most to many boys was the effort to 
include thousands of at-risk youth. 

"We went in to the inner city and 
actively offered scouting to the 
families/' Herrmann says. "Many 
wanted to join, but some of the 
families were having a very hard 
time financially. Some did not even 
have $10 left at the end of the 
month. So for them to buy a 
uniform was out of the question/' 

Herrmann's council paid for the 
youngsters' $80 uniforms. 

That was not the only obstacle. 
Some of the inner-city neighbor- 
hoods lacked volunteer manpower, 
so the Scouts hired people to serve 
as Scoutmasters, Herrmann says. 

Nearly 3,000 inner-city boys 
eagerly signed up to be Scouts, but 
in 2001, the Broward County United 
Way decided to de-fund the South 
Florida council. Herrmann had to 
make adjustments but still enjoyed 
considerable funding from United 
Way of Miami-Dade County. In 
2002, the chapter affirmed it would 
continue to support the South 
Florida Council through June 2004. 

The United Way asked Herr- 
mann's group to conduct classes in 
sex education and sexual orienta- 
tion. "We felt that wasn't our role," 
he says. "That is the sort of thing 
that should be handled within the 
family." His group declined. United 
Way abruptly cut off donations. 

"It was a serious blow," 
Herrmann says. "When you lose 
20 percent of your budget, that 
presents a problem. We couldn't 
afford to keep up the inner-city 
program. The real victims were 
the boys." 

New York Scouts were dealt a 
less devastating but nonetheless 
hard-hitting blow. 

In May 2003, United Way of 
Ulster County, N.Y., asked benefi- 
ciaries to sign a non-discrimina- 
tion policy. The policy specifically 
mentioned sexual orientation. 
Leaders of the local Rip Van 
Winkle Council of Boy Scouts 



offered an alternate policy that did 
not mention sexual orientation. 
The United Way held fast to its 
demand. It cut off funds to the 
Scouts, ending a partnership that 
had thrived for some 40 years. 

The loss represented $35,000 of 
an annual $600,000 budget, 
funding some 2,000 boys. 

"It had a major impact on us," 
says Braun of the Rip Van Winkle 
Council. "We're putting our nose to 
the grindstone and working as hard 
as we can to make up the loss, but 
so far we haven't been able to do 
that." Braun's group likely will have 
to cut staff and programs. 

"Needs of the Community/' United 
Way chapters do not view them- 
selves as causing problems. 

Mary Strasser, vice president of 
a southeastern Pennsylvania 
chapter that de-funded the Boy 
Scouts' Cradle of Liberty Council, 
said, "We're not advancing a 
social agenda. We're just trying 
to be responsive to the needs of 
the community." 

Another Florida United Way that 
no longer provides funds for the 
Boy Scouts couches its actions in 
the language of fairness. "Heart of 
Florida United Way receives its 
monetary support from the entire 
community and thus has an 
obligation to ensure that the entire 
community can benefit from its 
programs," reads a statement 
supplied by Justin Campfield, 
communications manager for the 
Heart of Florida charity. 

Still, the Central Florida 
Council served by Campfield's 
chapter is scrambling to find 
money to support some 54,000 
youth impacted by the loss of 
some $173,000 in donations. 

Not all Boy Scout councils have 
suffered at the hands of their 
local United Way chapters. 
Indeed, most councils enjoy good 
relationships with them. 

"We have a great relationship," 



says Bob Hopper, Scout executive 
for the Buffalo Trace Council in 
Evansville, Ind. "We work with 
them very closely. We have great 
respect for them. In fact, all of 
our employees here contribute to 
the United Way." 

That suits the Boy Scouts 
headquarters just fine. "We want 
people to keep giving money to 
United Way," Shields says. "They 
do a lot of good in the community. 
They're a great organization." 

Any independent United Way 
chapter is free, however, to de- 
fund the Scouts. 

Even if a United Way does decide 
to de-fund, individual citizens can 
still send money to the Scouts via 
United Way. The de-funding 
usually covers only the charity's 
general fund, which is spent at its 
leaders' discretion. Individual 
donors are free to designate their 
gifts for the scouts. 

"If someone sends in money and 
states that it must go to the Boy 
Scouts, that is where it will go," 
says Philip Jones of the United 
Way leadership organization. 

That's what donors are doing in 
central Florida, where the Heart 
of Florida chapter joined the de- 
funding movement. 

Another option is for donors to 
cut the United Way out of the 
process entirely and to donate 
directly to the Boy Scouts. More 
information is available at www. 
bsagiftplan.org or by calling 
(972) 580-2213. 

Activists, no doubt, will 
continue to agitate. They have 
success to propel them. But, 
Herrmann says, they need to re- 
examine their handiwork. 
"They're hurting the very people 
who need Scouting most." || 

Susan Katz Keating is director of 
special programs for the Freedom 
Museum in Manassas, Va. 



Article design: Doug Rollison 



December 2004 


21 




The American Legion Magazine 



Man Husband? 



Same-sex marriage 
is not a civil-rights issue. 
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BY STANLEY KURTZ 

Marriage is for children. That may sound odd, since 
it's adults who marry. But the purpose of marriage 
is to create a stable family setting for children. A 
child's need for a mother and father is what turns the union 
of two adults into a public concern. 

Children are helpless. They depend upon adults. Over and 
above their parents, children depend upon society to create 
institutions that keep them from chaos. Children cannot 
articulate their needs. Children cannot vote. Yet children 
are society. They are us, and they are our future. That is 
why society has the right to give special support and 
encouragement to an institution necessary to the well-being 
of children - even if that means special benefits for some 
and not for others. 

Single people, for example, are denied the benefits of 
married couples. This is permitted because married parent- 
hood is essential to society. The law has always permitted 
the state to give special support to critical institutions, if 
those institutions serve a compelling interest of society. 
Marriage is exactly such an institution. Marriage is de- 
signed to provide each child with a mother and a father, in 
a stable family setting, during the years when children are 
too young to fend for themselves. To redefine marriage in 
such a way as to remove its essential connection to parent- 
hood is to take away its very purpose. 

Slippery Slope. What would happen if we said marriage 
doesn't have anything to do with mothers, fathers and 
children? What would happen if we said marriage is really 
just about a couple of adults who love each other - whether 
they're men and women or not? 

Scandinavia has had something close to gay marriage for 
more than a decade, and Holland has permitted gay mar- 
riage for several years. But traditional marriage in Scandi- 
navia is dying, and marriage in Holland grows progressively 
weaker every year. A majority of children in Sweden and 
Norway are now born out of wedlock. In some parts of 
Norway, as many as 80 percent of firstborn children and 
two-thirds of subsequent children are now born to unmar- 
ried parents. In Holland, out-of-wedlock birth rates have 
risen at an unusually rapid rate ever since registered 
partnerships, and then formal gay marriage, were estab- 
lished. Gay marriage has sent a message to parents in 
Scandinavia and Holland that being married doesn't have 
much of anything to do with being a parent. Nowadays, 
many parents in Scandinavia and Holland put off marriage 
until after they've had a child or two. Many Scandinavian 
parents don't even marry at all. 

Then there's the "slippery slope." Once same-sex couples 
can marry, it becomes impossible to deny that right to 
polygamists and believers in group marriage. After all, gay 
marriage is advocated on grounds of relationship equality. If 
all relationships are equal, why is group marriage forbid- 



1993 - The Hawaii Supreme Court rules that 
barring gay couples from marrying may violate 
the state constitution's ban on sexual 
discrimination. 

1996 - Congress passes and President Clinton 
signs the Defense of Marriage Act. The bill 
provides that no state shall be required to give 
effect to a law of any other state with respect 
to same-sex "marriage/' and it defines the 
words "marriage" and "spouse" for purposes of 
federal law. 

1998 - Voters amend Hawaii's state constitution to 
allow the state legislature to restrict marriage to 
heterosexual couples. 

2000 - Vermont becomes the first state in the 
country to legally recognize civil unions between 
gay or lesbian couples. 

2003 - U.S. Rep. Marilyn Musgrave, R-Colo., and 
five co-sponsors introduce a resolution to amend 
the U.S. Constitution to define marriage as 
between a man and a woman. 

In November, the Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court rules that barring gays and lesbians 
from marrying violates the state constitution. 

Feb. 12, 2004 - San Francisco Mayor Gavin 
Newsom begins issuing marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples. Within days, more than 2,000 
same-sex couples marry. 

Feb. 20 - Officials in Sandoval County, N.M., 
issue marriage licenses to several gay couples. 

Feb. 23 - The New Mexico attorney general 
declares marriage licenses issued to same-sex 
couples invalid. 

Feb. 27 - New Paltz, N.Y., Mayor Jason West 
performs weddings for 21 same-sex couples. 

March 3 - Multnomah County, Ore., officials 
issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples. 

March 8 - Asbury Park, N.J., Deputy Mayor 
James Bruno performs a same-sex wedding. 

April 20 - A state judge strikes down an Oregon 
law blocking same-sex couples from marrying 
and orders the state to recognize the 3,000 
same-sex marriages already conducted. A 
Multnomah County circuit judge issues a 90-day 
stay until the legislature decides whether to allow 
same-sex marriages or civil unions in the future. 

May 17 - Same-sex marriage becomes legal in 
Massachusetts. 

Aug. 4 - Missouri voters ban same-sex marriage. 

Aug. 12 - The California Supreme Court rules more 
than 4,000 same-sex marriage licenses illegal. 

Sept. 7 - A federal judge strikes down 
Washington's ban on same-sex marriage. 
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Why be married? 

A 2004 Government 
Accountability Office report on 
the Defense of Marriage Act 
lists 1,138 federal statutory 
provisions in which marital 
status is a factor in determining 
or receiving benefits, rights and 
privileges, including: 

Assumption of 
spouse's pension 

Bereavement leave 

Insurance breaks 

Medical decisions 
on behalf of partner 

Sick leave to care for partner 

Social Security 
survivor benefits 

Sick leave to care for partner 

Tax breaks 

Hospital or prison visitation 

State-level benefits to 
marriage within the 
United States include: 

Assumption of 
spouse's pension 

Automatic inheritance 

Automatic housing/lease 
transfer 

Bereavement leave 

Burial determination 

Crime victim's 
recovery benefits 

Exemption from property 
tax on spouse's death 

Insurance breaks 

Joint bankruptcy 

Medical decisions on 
behalf of spouse 

Certain property rights 

Reduced-rate memberships 

Sick leave to care for partner 

Visitation of partner in 
hospital or prison 

Wrongful death, or loss 
of consort, benefits 

Sources: Office of the General 
Counsel, U.S. Government 
Accountability Office 



den? Don't think it can't happen here. 

We already know of thousands of 
practicing polygamists in some 
Western states. But did you know 
groups of "polyamorists" exist all 
over the country? Go to the Internet 
and run a Web search on the word 
"polyamory." The polyamorists have 
already pushed one court case trying 
to gain recognition of a marriage of a 
woman and two men. They're just 
waiting for gay marriage so they 
might begin agitating for legalized 
group marriage. And after granting 
gay marriage on equal-protection 
grounds, how is a court going to 
deny them? 

Plenty of polyamorists are out 
there, but the problem goes further. 
An advocacy group called the "Alter- 
natives to Marriage Project" supports 
polyamory and other innovations, 
such as parental cohabitation. The 
Alternatives to Marriage Project is 
frequently quoted in the mainstream 
media, and the most powerful faction 
of family-law scholars in U.S. law 
schools favors legal recognition of 
both polyamory and parental cohabi- 
tation. Published law-review articles 
advocate both. The influential Ameri- 
can Law Institute has even issued 
proposals that would grant nearly 
equal legal recognition to cohabita- 
tion and married parents very much 
like Scandinavia and Holland. If 
marriage is radically redefined now, 
we will not be able to stop further 
changes. 

Society's Building Block. It is often 
said that same-sex marriage is an 
issue of civil rights. But the analogy 
between the civil-rights struggle and 
the quest for same-sex marriage is 
deeply flawed. Laws defining mar- 
riage as the union of a man and a 
woman are designed to be a blessing 
to children and society. When society 
offers special support and encourage- 
ment to the men and women who 
create children, it is not out of animus 
or discrimination. In contrast, slavery 
and segregation in America's early 



years brutally oppressed blacks for 
hundreds of years. Marriage is 
designed to help children by keeping 
their mothers and fathers together. 
Slavery and segregation were meant 
to exploit and degrade. These things 
are not the same. 

And if it's discriminatory to define 
marriage as the union of a man and a 
woman, might it soon be ruled 
discriminatory to forbid the marriage 
of more than two? Even single people 
now complain that marriage discrimi- 
nates against them. But singles' rights 
are not civil rights. 

Skin color has nothing to do with 
marriage. That's why it's wrong to 
forbid interracial marriage, and that's 
why it became a legitimate civil- 
rights issue to overturn laws against 
it. Separate gender has everything to 
do with the meaning of marriage. 
Unlike interracial marriage, which 
has no effect on the institution of 
marriage itself, gay marriage does 
have implications for the institution 
of marriage, making it not a case of 
discrimination but an honest debate 
about what is best for society's 
foundational building block. 

Constitutional Amendment. Ulti- 
mately, the best solution to this 
problem is passage of an amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution defining 
marriage as the union of a man and 
woman. Some object to the idea of a 
constitutional amendment, arguing 
that the principles of federalism leave 
marriage up to the states. But the 
notion that federalism permits or 
demands a hodgepodge definition of 
marriage fundamentally misunder- 
stands the family's place in the 
structure of U.S. democracy. It's true 
that in our federal system, the states 
have a responsibility to regulate 
marriage. In accordance with the 
principles of federalism, states rightly 
regulate such matters as degree on 
consanguinity, age of consent and 
divorce rules. 

However, it is a mistake to believe 
that the fundamental definition of 



24 I December 2004 



The American Legion Magazine | 



Special Money Line Advertising Feature 



Holiday shoppers rush to 
get $2 bills at face value 



Time is running out for 
public to get them 

By DANIEL COTTRELL 

Universal Media Syndicate 

(SYNDICATED) - Hoards of people are jamming National 
Hotline phones to get $2 bills for face value. 

Some collectors are trying to snatch up all they can 
because it's the hottest Christmas gift this year. 

The crisp, uncirculated $2 bills are being banded in 
packs of five and sent directly to their homes. 

If parents and grandparents living in 1928 had kept a pack 
of five uncirculated $2 bills they could be worth $2,250.00 
today. That's why people want these new bills so badly. 

"Our current private vault reserves of the new $2 bills 
will soon be gone. Those who want to get them should call 
now," said John Thomas White, Executive Director 
of the United States Monetary Exchange. 

Originally issued in 1928, the Two Dollar Bill has 
largely been locked away in dark U.S. Federal Re- 
serve vaults, rarely distributed by banks and almost 
never seen in circulation. 

That's why it is extremely rare to actually find one of 
these historic Two Dollar Bills in your pocket change 
these days. 

"When our stockpile is gone collectors will have to sort 
through money or go to the bank to get them," he said. 

"The $100, $50, $20, $10 and $5 dollar bills have 
all recently undergone major new design changes. Now, it's 
feared that new legislation may be introduced to discontinue 
the historic designs of these Two Dollar bills. That's why we 
have authorized the release of a limited number of the uncir- 
culated $2 Bills from our vault reserve to the general public," 
White said. 

The $2 Bills are highly sought after and extremely 
popular to give as gifts for friends and family. They are 
the perfect gift for any occasion," he said. 

Many younger people have never even seen one of these 
historically significant $2 bills that feature President Thom- 
as Jefferson on the front. A historic engraving of the signing 
of the Declaration of Independence is on the back. 

These crisp, new $2 bills are closely controlled by the 
Treasury Department's Bureau of Engraving and Print- 
ing, makers of the nations paper currency. 

The $2 bill makes up less than 1% of the $670 billion in genu- 
ine U.S. currency that circulates worldwide, according to the 
U.S. Department of Treasury under Secretary John W. Snow. 

Dealers must submit requests in writing for 1 0 or more 
banded packs of 5 bills. But, the general public can now 
get what they need by calling the National Direct Hot- 
line now at 1-800-242-8038 and ask for Dept. DB1451. 
Dealer limits will be strictly enforced, White said. 



How to get them 



The U.S. Monetary Exchange is releasing the popular $2 
bills to the general public. Call the National Direct Hotline 
1-800-242-8038, ask for Dept. DB1451. The standard $9 
processing fee plus shipping gets you a vault sealed uncircu- 
lated pack of five $2 bills at face value. 



Currency Value: Currency 
values always fluctuate. But, if 
parents or grandparents living 
in 1928 would have kept a pack 
of five uncirculated $2 bills they 
could be worth $2,250.00 today. 




National 
Treasures: 

A detailed 
engraving of 
John Trum- 
bull's famous 
1820 painting 

"The Signing of the Declaration of Independence." 
The original hangs in the National Portrait Gallery in 
Washington D.C. 



I GIFT - The first 10,000 people 
even get these Official 
Cordovan Collectors Wallets 
with each Bill. Satisfaction 
is guaranteed. 
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SOURCE: The United States Monetary Exchange 



P0003 OF0030R-1 ©2004 USME 



Legion Resolution No. 401 

(National Convention, 2004) 

Recognizes that the natural 
family is a fundamental 
unit inscribed in human 
nature and centered on 
the voluntary union of a 
man and a woman in 
a lifelong covenant of 
marriage for the 
purposes of: 

■ Satisfying the longings 
of the human heart to 
give and receive love. 

■ Welcoming and ensuring 
the full physical and 
emotional development 
of children. 

■ Sharing a home that 
serves as the center for 
the social, educational, 
economic and spiritual 
life of a child; and 

■ Building strong bonds 
between succeeding 

generations to pass on a 
way of life that assures 
the perpetuation of 
the natural family. 

Recognizes that marriage 
is a fundamental institution 
that predates the law 
and Constitution of 
the United States. 

Opposes all efforts 
to undermine, alter or 
otherwise corrupt the 
institution of marriage, 
which is the cornerstone 

of a healthy family. 

Urges the president of 
the United States and 
Congress to ensure that 
the institution of 
marriage is preserved 
and protected, either 
through appropriate 
federal legislation or 
through an amendment 
to the Constitution 
of the United States. 



marriage has ever been subject to 
state regulation. The founders saw 
marriage and family as part of an 
extra-political realm upon which our 
political life depended for its very 
survival. They never imagined state 
legislatures might tinker with the 
fundamental definition of marriage 
itself. That's why this country made 
the abandonment of polygamy a 
condition of Utah's admission to the 
union. Americans have always taken 
for granted, and depended upon, a 
uniform national definition of mar- 
riage. This country would be plunged 
into chaos without one. 

In a free society, certain essential 
questions have to be addressed and 
settled for the good of the nation as a 
whole. States must uphold contractual 
obligations, for example. They cannot 
coin their own money or contravene 
fundamental principles of democratic 
government. We learned the hard 
way that the nation could not endure 
half slave and half free. Precisely 
because marriage is a fundamental 
social institution, it too must be 
defined for the nation as a whole. 

This country has never truly 
experienced a situation in which a 
substantial number of marriages were 
valid in only some states. Despite 
legal technicalities that may permit a 
state-by-state hodgepodge, in practi- 
cal terms, states never refuse to 
recognize marriages performed in 
other states. Although technically 
permissible, a refusal of recognition 
would create an intolerable rift within 
the body politic and would put many 
individuals into very difficult circum- 
stances. Marriages would fall apart 
on the interstate, and issues like 
hospital visitation, divorce and 
property settlements would be 
thrown into chaos. 

Given the national scope of modern 
communication and transportation, it 
would be impossible to confine the ef- 
fects of gay marriage to a few states. 
On fundamental cultural questions, 
opinions in this country are shaped at 
the national level. The meaning of 



marriage is shaped by thousands of 
cultural messages sent through a vast 
array of modern media, mostly 
national in scope. Once we have gay 
marriage in only a few states, the 
national news and entertainment 
industries will seize on those states to 
magnify and spread the new meaning 
of marriage across the entire country. 
In the modern age, no way exists to 
confine the fundamental cultural 
meaning of marriage within the 
borders of a few states. 

If you examine how this issue 
has been handled until now, you'll 
see that San Francisco Mayor Gavin 
Newsom systematically violated the 
law of his own state in order to bring 
about gay marriage. Town clerks 
throughout Massachusetts also 
systematically and intentionally 
violated the law forbidding out-of- 
state couples to get same-sex mar- 
riages in Massachusetts. We've seen 
other cases of illegal marriages 
performed in New Mexico, New York 
and New Jersey. Gay marriage in 
only a few states will quickly lead to 
a raft of lawsuits - and even acts of 
civil disobedience - in an attempt to 
force that definition onto other 
states. With advocates willing to 
resort to civil disobedience in order 
to change our national definition of 
marriage, the United States is forced 
to make a uniform and final decision 
one way or the other. Until it does, 
we will see confusion and conflict 
for years to come. 

Americans must decide whether or 
not to pass a federal constitutional 
amendment defining marriage as the 
union of a man and a woman. For the 
sake of preserving the fundamental 
building block of society, and the 
most important safeguard for our 
children, such an amendment is now 
necessary. || 

Stanley Kurtz is a research fellow at 
the Hoover Institution of Stanford 
University. 
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A misty canopy of clouds drifts over soar- 
ing mountain summits as a bald eagle rides 
the wind in an awesome display of grace 
I and freedom. Imagine his piercing call and 
the wild rush of wings as he extends his talons to land on a moss-covered 
limb. From this vantage point, he will watch over his vast realm.. .the unri- 
valled king of the skies. 

Marvel at the majesty of the eagle in this impressively-sized, hand-cast 
sculpture. "Silent Sentinel" is crafted of artist's resin to convey the 
magnificent descent of an eagle, and showcases artist Ted Blaylock's vivid 
portraits on the underside of the eagle's wings. Sculptural detailing 
and hand-painting bring each one-of-a-kind piece to life. 

Strong demand is expected for the strictly limited edition. Act now to 
acquire it at the $49.95 issue price, payable in three monthly installments of 
$lo.65 each (plus a total of $o.99 shipping and service). Send no money now. 
Just complete and mail the Series Reservation Application today. 



RESERVATION APPLICATION 

THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 
? OF COLLECTING 



YES. Please reserve the "Silent Sentinel" collectible for me 
as described in this announcement. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 



Signature _ 



Mr. Mrs. Ms.. 
Address 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 



City _ 
State _ 



.Zip. 



70850-E94991 



Illinois residents add state sales tax. Prices higher in Canada. Limited-edition presentations 
restricted to 295 casting days. Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. All sales 
are subject to product availability and order acceptance. 



commentary 



The 



HiehR 



Successful leadership hinges on good ethics, moral clarity. 



BY GEN. ROBERT H. "DOC" FOGLESONG 



It's clear that to be successful as a leader - to take your organization to 
extraordinary heights - you must possess the moral and ethical underpin- 
nings to make tough but fair decisions. Ethics are the foundation to doing 
the right thing, and those who follow you will immediately recognize when 
you are predisposed to doing the right thing - or not. 




4) 




28 I December 2004 

The American Legion Magazine 



Let's take a fundamental look at 
ethics and consider a revivalist 
approach to applying ethical 
standards to situational leadership 

Ethics can be defined as a body 
of principles or standard of 
human conduct that govern the 
behavior or actions of individuals 
and groups. A crucial question 
when dealing with ethics is 
whether these actions are to be 
judged right or wrong based on 
their consequences or based on 
their conformity to 
some moral rule. A 
good example in 
recent history: the 
former president of 
the Serbian republic, 
Slobodan Milosevic, 
whose goal of a Serb-dominated 
Yugoslavia and brutal efforts to 
attain it earned him the nickname 
"the Butcher of the Balkans." 
Milosevic justified his alleged 
ethnic-cleansing policies - which 
killed more than 2,000 Albanians 
in Kosovo and displaced more 
than 400,000 from their homes - 
as an ethical means to an end. 
However, his actions went against 
acceptable moral standards. In 
this case, Milosevic can be 
classified as having a distorted 
moral compass - his definition of 
right and wrong was based on his 
desire to remain in power, a 
selfish motive that undermined 
his ability to lead. 

Connecticut Gov. John Rowland 
recently resigned, arguably to 
avoid testifying and possibly 
jeopardize his defense in a federal 
criminal case. He faces charges of 
violating state ethics laws for 
accepting favors from close aides 
and contractors. As an elected 
official and representative of the 
people, Rowland was held to a 
high standard. A vote is a certifi- 
cate of trust, and if the charges are 
true, the former governor's actions 
violated the trust he had 
earned. His ability to 
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"Most people develop 
their own ideas, shaped 
by their environment, of 
what principles to live 
by and what they think 
is right and wrong" 



make sound decisions for the good 
of the state was diminished by his 
desire for personal gain. He 
damaged the ethical underpinning 
necessary to lead. 

In a society where debates on 
absolute definitions of morality 
abound, the lines between what is 
ethical or moral have become 
skewed. Nevertheless, to maintain 
a healthy focus on ethics, the 
moral underpinnings on which 
ethics are based have to be studied 
and applied daily. 
We make decisions 
every day - most 
tactical - that require 
each of us to judge 
right from wrong. 
These decisions and 
how we handle them are indicative 
of how we will make strategic deci- 
sions. Believe it: people note how 
their leaders make tactical deci- 
sions and whether they are ethical 
and moral. 

Jeffrey Skilling, former CEO and 
president of Enron, is accused of 
making some bad tactical deci- 
sions by keeping financial invest- 
ments off company books. The 
impact of those decisions resulted 
in an even worse strategic deci- 
sion to overestimate the compa- 
ny's worth to investors. The 
result: bankruptcy, the loss of 
thousands of employees' savings, 
and criminal and congressional 
investigations. 

Most people develop their own 
ideas, shaped by their environ- 
ment, of what principles to live by 
and what they think is right and 
wrong. For some, moral principles 
or virtues are influenced by 
parents, mentors, teachers and 
friends. For others, religion 
plays the most signifi- 
cant role in their 
ethical 



growth. Normally, our life experi- 
ences help us define what we 
believe is right and wrong, 
thereby shaping our morals and 
ethics. Unfortunately, more and 
more people today are growing up 
in an environment where morals 
are twisted or one has no sense of 
moral obligation at all. When a 
moral compass is distorted or 
absent altogether, standards are 
based on self-interest and person- 
al gain. 

Deposed Iraqi dictator Saddam 
Hussein ruled for more than two 
decades before his capture by U.S. 
troops. A power-hungry and 
paranoid leader, Saddam terror- 
ized his own people with kidnap- 
pings, executions and chemical 
attacks. Saddam saw himself as a 
demigod to be idolized and 
feared. When leaders start to view 
themselves in such ways, ethics 
and morals cease to exist, and 
effects trickle down to the lowest 
common denominator. 

Building Integrity in Others. The 

United States is a nation of more 
than 250 million people who come 
from different cultures and reli- 
gious and ethnic backgrounds, a 
nation where each person carries 
his own value system. These 
differences find their way into the 
halls of Congress, corporation 
conference rooms and class- 
rooms. It doesn't take a rocket 
scientist to realize the 
difficulty in coming up 
with a moral standard 
to which every- 
one will 
agree. 




commentary 



One of the challenges of leading 
others is making decisions and 
acting in ways consistent with a 
standard of ethics. Another is 
promoting similar standards for 
everyone within the institution, 
regardless of personal back- 
ground. A code of ethics is one 
way of making sure everyone 
bases important decisions on the 
same standards. "Integrity first" is 
a core value in many institutions, 
and as a moral standard, integrity 
means outright honesty. Integrity 
demands more than just telling 
the truth; the truth-teller must be 
a person of good character. It is 
the difference between volunteer- 
ing in the community out of the 
goodness of your heart and doing 
it because a quarterly awards 
board is coming up, and this will 
improve your stock. 

We are then led to the inten- 
tions behind a person's decisions. 
Are a leader's intentions based on 
the desire to succeed at all costs, a 
sense of duty to perform as 
expected, or the desire to do the 
right thing? Or are they based on 
the desire to "look good"? For 
example, a leader who is trying to 
impress the boss "tweaks" the 
numbers to show a healthy 
production program; a contractor 
underperforms and overcharges 
the client in order to improve the 
bottom line; stockbrokers 
inflate estimates to attract 
investors and then 
immediately sell their 
stocks at huge 
profits. These 
examples 
illus- 



trate decisions based on poor 
moral standards - where's the 
integrity here? 

A.C. Green is a retired NBA 
player who played with a number 
of teams, most notably the Los 
Angeles Lakers. In his years as a 
player, Green is perhaps most 
famous for his moral courage and 
integrity. His moral standards 
encouraged sexual abstinence 
until marriage, an idea in stark 
contrast to the lifestyle of many 
other big-name 
stars. Green 
remained true to 
his own commit- 
ment, withstanding 
the pressures of his 
celebrity status, 
until his marriage 
in 2002 at age 39. 

Renowned for his 
truth telling, George Washington 
is another great example of ethical 
leadership. No one described him 
better than another founding 
father, Thomas Jefferson, after 
Washington's death in 1799: 

"His integrity was the most 
pure, his justice the most inflex- 
ible I have ever known. ... He 
was, indeed, in every sense of the 
words, a wise, a good and a great 
man. ... On the whole, his charac- 
ter was, in its mass, perfect ... it 
may truly be said, that never did 
nature and fortune combine more 
perfectly to make a man great. ..." 

A Moral Stand. The Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. took a stand of 
nonviolence at a time when 
violence against civil-rights 
supporters was the order of the 
day. Television images of attack 
dogs set against unarmed 

Americans remind of us 
of the brutality of 
the civil-rights 
era. 



"A code of ethics is one 
way of making sure 
everyone bases important 
decisions on the same 
standards, "integrity first' 
is a core value in many 
institutions, and as a 
moral standard, integrity 
means outright honesty" 



King's moral compass guided his 
ethics and galvanized America's 
conscience, reordering our coun- 
try's priorities and resulting in the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

No cookie-cutter solution 
applies to all circumstances 
leaders face. However, it is clear 
that without a commitment to the 
highest ethical behavior, the 
ultimate result is failed leadership. 
The exact situations leaders face 
may change over time, but the 

fundamental ethics 
by which leaders 
act should not 
change. As society 
evolves, our leaders 
will face the 
challenge of being 
courageous enough 
to act on the 
enduring principles 
and values on which our ethics 
are based. 

You will not always be fortunate 
enough to inherit leadership 
responsibility for institutions that 
have only ethical behavior. When 
you're attempting to solve techni- 
cal, organizational or financial 
planning problems, be sure you 
shore up the ethical underpin- 
nings of your institution. If you 
don't, your ability to lead and 
succeed in the long run will 
suffer. That means make sure 
your own ethics are above re- 
proach. The campaign for high 
ethical behavior requires constant 
servicing. Most people want to do 
the right thing. They need good 
leaders to take them there. || 

Gen. Robert H. "Doc" Foglesong is 
commander of U.S. Air Forces in 
Europe and Allied Air Forces 
Northern Europe. He also serves as 
air component commander of the 
U.S. European Command at 
Ramstein Air Base, Germany. 
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Searching 
for a Cure 

Los Angeles doctor leads the fight against juvenile diabetes. 



BY ROBERT BRYCE 



From behind a desk in a small, windowless office, smack in the 
middle of the third floor of Children's Hospital Los Angeles, 
Dr. Francine Kaufman devotes her life to fighting a killer of kids. She 
bobs a tea bag in a tall foam cup of hot water and takes notice of the 
tower of paper on her desk. With a slightly apologetic laugh, she says, 
"I'm a doctor, deep down inside, and I have a bunch of patients 
I need to take care of." 



Kaufman is one of the world's fore- 
most authorities on juvenile diabetes - 
a disease that has reached epidemic 
proportions. She is head of the Center 
for Diabetes, Endocrinology & Metabo- 
lism, as well as director of the Compre- 
hensive Childhood Diabetes Center at 
Children's Hospital Los Angeles. Cur- 
rently, she heads a nationwide study to 
be completed in 2009, judging the 
efficacy of two different drugs on young 
diabetics. Funded by the National 
Institutes of Health, the study is one of 
the largest ever undertaken on young 
diabetics. Another component will focus 
on an intensive regime of diet and 
exercise designed to prevent children 
exhibiting pre-diabetic symptoms from 
contracting the disease, which threatens 
to overwhelm an already-crippled U.S. 
health-care system. 



The latest alarm sounded earlier this 
year when a study of 1,700 eighth-grade 
students in Texas, North Carolina and 
California found that 40 percent were at 
high risk of becoming diabetic. Another 
study published about the same time 
found that nearly half of U.S. middle- 
school students are either overweight or 
close to it. 

"The harrowing statistic is that one in 
three children born in the year 2000 will 
have diabetes in their lifetime," 
Kaufman says. "By 2020, 300 million 
people on the planet will have diabetes. 
It could devastate India and China." The 
disastrous surge has turned Kaufman's 
busy office into "ground zero" in the 
battle against a disease without a cure 
and where the bad news outweighs the 
good on nearly every front. For instance, 
since 1990, the number of diabetics in 



Child welfare 
Foundation helps 
with grant money 

The American Legion's 
Child Welfare 
Foundation has 
provided grant money 
in the battle against 
childhood diabetes for 
more than 20 years. 
Since 1982, The 
Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation, 
located in New York 
City, has received 
$142,100 in CWF grants 
from the Legion. Last 
year's award was in the 
amount of $35,500 for 
a project titled "Why 
Me: Adjusting to a 
Diagnosis of Juvenile 
Diabetes." 



Dr. Francine Kaufman holds onto reminders of some of her former patients in her office: a 
handmade quilt sewn by grateful patients and a collection of bears named after movie stars. 
A young adult patient gave Kaufman the bear collection shortly before her death. Kevin Lynch 
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who's at risk 

Diabetes can strike 
anyone. However, 
blacks are 1.6 times 
more likely to develop 
diabetes than whites. 
Latinos and American 
Indians are twice 
as likely to get the 
disease as whites. 

Common symptoms 

Type 1 

Frequent urination 
Excessive thirst 
Extreme hunger 
Rapid weight loss 
Fatigue 
Irritability and 
mood changes 
Nausea and vomiting 
High amounts of 
sugar in the blood 
and/or urine 

Type 2 

Blurred vision 
Tingling or numbness in 
the legs, feet or fingers 

Frequent infections 
of the skin 
Recurring skin, gum or 
urinary tract infections 
Itching of skin 
and/or genitals 
Drowsiness 
Slow healing of 
cuts and bruises 



America has nearly doubled. Some 
18.2 million Americans now have it. 

While the overall number of diabetics 
is troubling, the explosion of diabetes 
among children is what most worries 
health-care economists. "The diabetes 
problem is a time bomb/' says Uwe 
Reinhardt, a Princeton University 
economics professor who specializes in 
the economics of health care. "I person- 
ally believe it could be a lot worse than 
the aging issue. The per-capita spending 
per diabetic is so high." Reinhardt and 
others point out that medical expenses 
for diabetics are 240 percent higher than 
those of non-diabetics. The United States 
now spends more than $13,000 per 
diabetic. Total spending on diabetes 
exceeds $100 billion per year, equal to 
about 1 percent of America's gross 
domestic product. 

Diabetes Defined. Diabetes affects the 
body's ability to regulate the amount of 
sugar in the bloodstream. Diabetes is of 
two varieties, Type 1 and Type 2. In 
Type 1 diabetes, the pancreas stops 
producing insulin, the hormone regulat- 
ing the amount of sugar in the blood- 
stream. This disease usually afflicts 
young adults and children. Type 1 
diabetics require several insulin injec- 
tions per day, or an insulin pump, in 
order to survive. 

Type 2 diabetes is more common and 
accounts for more than 90 percent of all 
diabetes cases. In Type 2 diabetes, the 
body produces insulin, but it either 
doesn't produce enough insulin or the 
body does not use the insulin it produc- 
es. Most Type 2 diabetics are over- 
weight. Over the past decade, the 
number of diagnosed diabetes cases has 
jumped by 50 percent - caused primarily 
by an upsurge in obesity. 

The warning signs couldn't be 
more frightening. And yet, thanks 
largely to poor diet and inadequate 
exercise, America is breeding an 
entire generation of children who face 
lives filled with the perils of diabetes: 
decreased life expectancy, increased 
risk of blindness, and elevated risk 
for heart disease, stroke and possible 
loss of limbs. 
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Those complications are everyday 
realities for diabetics. Kaufman began 
learning those facts as a child, when her 
diabetic grandmother, a Russian immi- 
grant, came to live with her family. "She 
was diagnosed when I was 9," Kaufman 
recalls. "I watched my father and her 
deal with it. She rebelled. She was older. 
She didn't want to face it. I watched how 
frustrated my parents were with her. 
Nobody came to where she was to help 
her understand. I wanted to do that. And 
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watch the weight. A recent study 
found that up to 40 percent of 
eighth-graders show symptoms of 
diabetes. Another found that nearly 
half of all middle-school students 
are overweight. 

Turn off the TV and video games. 

Studies have found a correlation 
between obesity and the amount of 
time children spend in front of TV. 
The more time they remain 
sedentary, the more advertisements 
they see that tout junk food. 

Exercise. Doctors recommend 
children get a minimum of 
30 minutes of moderate to 
vigorous activity every day. 
Swimming, cycling, running, 
walking and playing ball sports 
are all good options. 

Limit soda pop, sweets and 
high-fat foods. Soda pop tastes 
good, but it has no nutritional value. 
The same is true of candy. Avoid 
foods with large amounts of sugar 
and animal fats. In particular, avoid 
most fast foods and convenience 
foods, which tend to have large 
amounts of fat and salt. 

Replace junk foods with healthy 
choices. Many people still think 
table sugar is the main culprit 
diabetics should avoid. Although 
the effect of complex 
carbohydrates on blood-sugar 
levels is debated, experts agree 
that people should choose 
unrefined, nutritious foods over 
junk food. Diabetics should consult 
their physicians or nutritionists for 
help with meal planning. 



I watched her die of diabetes." 

Kaufman, 53, is a self-confessed 
workaholic who spends 12 or more 
hours a day at the hospital on Sunset 
Boulevard in the heart of Hollywood. 
She manages a staff of about 60 who are 
involved in every aspect of dealing with 
diabetes. Some of her staffers are social 
workers who go into the community to 
work with diabetics - particularly those 
who are at risk of getting complications. 
Student doctors, faculty members, 



nurses and researchers are using stem 
cells to see how they might be deployed 
in the fight against diabetes. Kaufman is 
a staunch advocate of stem-cell research, 
an area of science she says holds great 
promise in the fight against diabetes. 

Kaufman manages a myriad of other 
diabetes-related tasks. She recently 
completed her first book, "Diabesity: The 
Obesity-Diabetes Epidemic that Threat- 
ens America - and What We Must Do to 
Stop It." She also has helped invent a 
snack food called ExtendBar, which can 
help diabetics control their blood-sugar 
levels. She is a pioneer in the use of the 
insulin pump and participated in the 
creation of a CD-ROM game that helps 
children understand diabetes. 

Kaufman also is an advocate. In 2002, 
she became the second woman to serve 
as president of the American Diabetes 
Association. She led a task force that 
convinced the Los Angeles Unified 
School District, the second largest 
district in America, to ban soft-drink 
machines in its schools. 

Kaufman also personally cares for 
hundreds of patients ranging from 
18 months to more than 30 years of age. 
"I become a partner with the patient and 
their families," she explains. In that role, 
she constantly grapples with heartache. 
She has seen many patients die. Others 
have been maimed or crippled. The 
sorrow that comes with those cases and 
the joy she gets from the victories 
combine to fuel Kaufman's desire to beat 
the disease. "Underlying the daily battle, 
it's a great foe that needs to be van- 
quished," she says. "I know there are no 
silver bullets. We haven't found the right 
answer. We need more technology. We 
need more breakthroughs." || 

Robert Bryce of Austin is the author of 
"Cronies: Oil the Bushes and the Rise of 
Texas, America's Superstate" 

This article is designed to provide general 
information. It is not intended to be, nor 
is it, medical advice. Readers should 
consult their personal physicians when 
they have health problems. 
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Epidemic 
proportions 

■ Since 1990, the 
number of diabetics in 
the United States has 
more than doubled; 
more than 18 million 
Americans have been 
diagnosed. 

■ By 2020, 
an estimated 
300 million people 
will have diabetes. 

■ The cost of treating 
diabetes is soaring. 
Between 1997 and 
2002, the cost of 
treating America's 
diabetics - in terms of 
medical expenditures 
and lost productivity - 
went from $98 billion 
to $132 billion, a 
35-percent increase. 

■ This year, 
24,000 Americans 
are expected to go 
blind because of 
diabetes. Nearly 
30,000 others will 
suffer kidney failure. 
Another 80,000 
diabetics will undergo 
amputation due to 
circulation problems 
caused by the disease. 

■ More than 90 percent 
of diabetics have 

Type 2 diabetes. This 
type of diabetes is 
surging among the 
nation's children. In 
the early 1970s, about 
5 percent of children 
and adolescents were 
obese. Today, nearly 
16 percent are obese. 
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under the radar 



French twist 

In his new book "Treachery," 
Washington Times columnist 
Bill Gertz unearths a sad and 
sobering list of activity on the 
part of French officials and 
firms to prop up Saddam 
Hussein, including the transfer 
of U.N. -prohibited arms on the 
eve of war. 

Gertz found that by 2000, France had become 
Iraq's largest arms supplier, allowing spare parts 
for attack helicopters, missiles and fighter jets to 
slide Saddam's way in what Gertz calls a "gray 
arms market." French firms also brokered deals 
with China that provided Saddam with chemicals 
needed for rockets. Since the French government 
"tightly controls its aerospace and defense firms," 
Gertz observes, "it would be difficult to believe 
that the illegal transfers of equipment parts took 
place without the knowledge of at least some 




government officials." By 2003, 
Saddam had run up a tab with 
Paris of $4 billion for weaponry 
and non-military projects. 

Some of that weaponry has 
been used against coalition 
forces. A French-made missile 
downed a U.S. A-10 in April 
2003; a pod of French missiles 
pelted the hotel where Deputy 
Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz was staying in 
October 2003; and French grenade launchers and 
night-vision equipment were used by Saddam 
loyalists to wage their guerrilla war. 

Gertz also notes that U.S. forces have discov- 
ered piles of blank French passports, which Iraqi 
officials used to flee the crime scene they created. 

France may not be an enemy in the war on terror, 
but its behavior before, during and after the Iraq 
war should put to rest the notion that it is a friend. 

- A.W.D. 



Helping hand 

In the wake of the horrific attack 
on a school in Beslan, Russia, that 
killed some 330 people, the 
government of Vladimir Putin has 
signed a far-reaching counter- 
terrorism pact with a country that 
knows the scourge of terror far too 
well: Israel. 

For decades, the two countries 
have been estranged by religious 
and ideological differences, the 
Cold War and Moscow's Arabist 
leanings. The Jerusalem Post, for 
example, found that "in the last 21 
U.N. votes relating to Israel, Russia 
voted against Israel 17 times and 
abstained on four occasions." 

A common enemy may change 
all that. According to a Washington 
Times analysis, Russia and Israel 
will share intelligence information, 
develop joint models for respond- 
ing to terrorism, set up exchange 
programs between their counter- 
terror forces and even explore 
areas of operational cooperation. 

With a nod to Israel, Putin 
observed that "terrorists meet the 
most effective resistance in places 
where they not only encounter the 
state's power but also find them- 
selves an organized and united 
civil society." Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon added, "The terror 
that hit Russia is the same that is 
hitting us here in Israel. We know 
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Volunteers carry an injured civilian to safety 
in Beslan, Russia, after armed terrorists 
took hundreds of schoolchildren and adults 
hostage at a school in September, corbis 



that there can be no compromise 
with terror. We have to fight, 
overpower and defeat terror." 

In exchange for its expertise 
on the antiterror front, Israel hopes 
to earn Moscow's backing for the 
security fence being constructed to 
separate Israeli and Palestinian 
populations - a project under heavy 
criticism in other parts of Europe. 



Dr. WMD 

In a reverse image of what 
happened in Iraq, where it appears 
some of Saddam Hussein's top 
scientists pretended to be develop- 
ing WMDs, South Korea concedes 
that a group of its own scientists 
experimented with nuclear- 
weapons technology while pre- 
tending not to do so. 

The revelations and admissions 
from South Korea are the latest 
example of the next generation of 
WMD threats - what Jane's 
Defense Weekly calls "rogue 
scientists." Other cases include 
Abdul Q. Khan, the father of 
Pakistan's nuclear arsenal, who 
sold nuclear blueprints to Libya, 
Iran and North Korea. He is 
considered a hero in his homeland. 

JDW notes that Seoul is asking 
the world to believe that the 
experiments were conducted 
without government approval, 
which is actually more disturbing 
than the prospect that the govern- 
ment was behind them. One would 
expect stiff internal controls from 
a modern, Westernized, industrial- 
ized and friendly government like 
South Korea. But according to 
JDW, "The very nature of WMD 
work is often so secretive that even 
some government agencies may be 
genuinely unaware" of them. 

- Alan W. Dowd 
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Choose Life 

Grow Young with HGH 



From the landmark book Grow Young with 
HGH comes the most powerful, over-the- 
counter health supplement in the history of 
man. Human growth hormone was first 
discovered in 1920 and has long been thought 
by the medical community to be necessary 
only to stimulate the body to full adult size 
and therefore unnecessary past the age of 20. 
Recent studies, however, have overturned this 
notion completely, discovering instead that 
the natural decline of Human Growth 
Hormone (HGH), from ages 21 to 61 (the 
average age at which there is only a trace left 
in the body) and is the reason why the the 
body ages and fails to regenerate itself to its 
25 year-old biological age. 

Like a picked flower cut from the source, we 
gradually wilt physically and mentally and 
become vulnerable to a host of degenerative 
diseases, that we simply weren't susceptible 
to in our early adult years. 

Modern medical science now regards aging as 
a disease that is treatable and preventable and 
that "aging", the disease, is actually a 
compilation of various diseases and 
pathologies, from everything, like a rise in 
blood glucose and pressure to diabetes, skin 
wrinkling and so on. All of these aging 
symptoms can be stopped and rolled back by 
maintaining Growth Hormone levels in the 
blood at the same levels HGH existed in the 
blood when we were 25 years old. There is a 
receptorsite in almost every cell in the human 



body for HGH, so its regenerative and healing 
effects are very comprehensive. 

Growth Hormone first synthesized in 1985 
under the Reagan Orphan drug act, to treat 
dwarfism, was quickly recognized to stop 
aging in its tracks and reverse it to a 
remarkable degree. Since then, only the 
lucky and the rich have had access to it at the 
cost of $20,000 US per year. 

Many in holly wood's glamour sets, who never 
seem to age like you or I, have a special 
secret to tell, and even space pioneer and US 
Senator John Glen stays vital with HGH. 

The next big breakthrough was to come in 
1997 when the American Anti-aging Society, 
a group of doctors and scientists, developed 
an all-natural source product which would 
cause your own natural HGH to be released 
again and do all the remarkable things it did 
for you in your 20 's. Now available to every 
adult for about the price of a coffee and donut 
a day. 

GHR now available n America, just in time 
for the aging Baby Boomers and everyone 
else from age 30 to 90 who doesn't want to 
age but would rather stay young, beautiful 
and healthy all of the time. 

The new HGH releasers are winning converts 
from the synthetic HGH users as well, since 
GHR is just as effective, is oral instead of 



self-injectable and is very affordable. 

GHR is a natural releaser, has no known side 
effects, unlike the synthetic version and has 
no known drug interactions. Progressive 
doctors admit that this is the direction 
medicine is seeking to go, to get the body to 
heal itself instead of employing drugs. GHR 
is truly a revolutionary paradigm shift in 
medicine and, like any modern leapfrog 
advance, many others will be left in the dust 
holding their limited, or useless drugs and 
remedies. 

It is now thought that HGH is so comprehen- 
sive in its healing and regenerative powers 
that it is today, where the computer industry 
was twenty years ago, that it will displace so 
many prescription and non-prescription drugs 
and health remedies that it is staggering to 
think of. 

The president of BIE Health Products, the 
American distributor, stated in a recent 
interview,'!' ve been waiting for these 
products since the 70's. We knew they would 
come, if only we could stay healthy and live 
long enough to see them! If you want to stay 
on top of your game, physically and mentally 
as you age, this product is a boon, especially 
for the highly skilled professionals who have 
made large investments in their education, 
and experience. Also with the failure of 
Congress to honor our seniors with pharma- 
ceutical coverage policy, it's more important 
than ever to take pro-active steps to safeguard 
your health. Continued use of GHR will 
make a radical difference in your health, 
HGH is particularly helpful to the elderly 
who, given a choice, would rather stay 
independent in their own home, strong 
healthy and alert enough to manage their own 
affairs, exercise and stay involved in their 
communities. Frank, age 85 walks two miles 
a day, plays golf, belongs to a dance club for 
seniors, has a girl friend again and doesn't 
need Viagra, passed his drivers test and is 
hardly ever home when we call -GHR 
delivers. 

HGH is known to reverse Hemorrhoids, 
Multiple Sclerosis, Ankylosing Spondylitis, 
Macular Degeneration, Cataracts, Colitus, 
Fibromyalgia, Angina, Chronic Fatigue, 
Diabetes, Hepatitis C, Rheumatoid Arthritis, 
High Blood Pressure, Sciatica, helps Kidney 
Dialysis and heart and stroke recovery. 

For more information or to 
order call 1-877-849-4777 
www.biehealth .us 

© copyright 2000 



• Improved sleep & emotional stability 

• Increased energy & exercise endurance 

• Loss of body fat 

• Increased bone density 

• Improved memory & mental alertness 

• Increased sexual potency 

• Increased muscle strength & size 

• Reverse baldness & color restored 

• Regenerates Immune System 



Aging Miracle 

HORMONE AND ENJOY: 



• Strengthened heart muscle 

• Controlled cholesterol 

• Normalizes blood pressure 

• Controlled mood swings 
•Wrinkle disappearance 

• Reverse many degenerative 
disease symptoms 

• Heightened five senses awareness 

• Increased skin thickness & texture 




This program will make a radical difference in your health, 
appearance and outlook. In fact we are so confident of the 
difference GHR can make in your life we offer a 100% 
refund on unopened containers. 



1-877-849-4777 



* s heard o» www.biehealth.us 
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BIE Health Products aproductof 

3840 East Robinson Road theamerican 

BOX 139 ANTI-AGING SOCIETY 

Amherst, NY 14228 DIV 2037839 ON 



living well 

The link between hepatitis and liver cancer 




Doug Rollison 



VA leads the medical world 
in screening and treatment. 

BY DR. STEPHAN D. FIHN 

Some 200 million people 
worldwide are infected with the 
hepatitis C virus, nearly 5 million 
in the United States alone. Each 
year, about 230,000 new hepatitis 
C infections are recorded. VA 
recognizes this major public- 
health problem and has estab- 
lished special programs to address 
the needs of veterans with, or at 
risk for, hepatitis C. 

Hepatitis is the inflammation of 
the liver, usually from a viral 
infection but sometimes from 
toxic agents. Five known viruses 
cause inflammation of the liver, 
resulting in hepatitis A, B, C, D or 
E. Hepatitis C is the single most 
significant cause of liver disease 
and liver transplants, spreading 
through contact with infected 
blood and other body fluids. 

Viral hepatitis symptoms are 
similar, no matter the type. Some 
people infected with hepatitis C 
show no symptoms but can infect 
others without knowing it. Symp- 
toms can take up to 20 to 30 years 
to appear. They include jaundice, 
fever, loss of appetite, fatigue, dark 
urine, joint pain, abdominal pain, 
diarrhea and nausea. 

Rarely will viral hepatitis alone 
cause liver failure and death. 
Rather, those with chronic hepati- 
tis C infection are more suscep- 
tible to liver failure, or cirrhosis, 
and liver cancer. Increases in the 
rate of liver cancer over the past 
two or three decades may well be 
due to hepatitis C virus acquired 
during the 1960s and 1970s. 

The risk of hepatitis C, as with 
some other blood-borne diseases, 
can be lowered through lifestyle 
precautions. Other risk factors are 
beyond a person's control. Most at 
risk are people who: 

■ are hemodialysis patients; 

■ have ever injected drugs; 

■ have jobs that expose them to 
human blood; 

■ received a blood transfusion 
before July 1992; 
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■ received clotting factors made 
before 1987; 

■ have had sexual contact with 
an infected person; or 

■ have had multiple sex partners. 
Several blood tests can deter- 
mine if you have been infected 
with hepatitis C. Your doctor 
may order just one or a combina- 
tion of these tests. Two drugs 
currently approved for treatment 
are interferon and ribavirin, 
which can be taken alone or in 
combination. No vaccinations are 
currently available. 

Although VA already screens, 
tests and treats more people with 
hepatitis C than any other health 
system in the world, we continue 
to explore new ways to improve 
care. VA centers are dedicated to 
researching hepatitis C in several 
states. VA also sponsors educa- 
tional conferences, symposiums 
and teleconferences for health- 
care workers and patients. Also, a 
VA Web site has been developed 
to share the latest hepatitis C 
information: Hepatitis.va.gov. 

In 1998, VA opened a national 
registry to identify patients with 
hepatitis C and track their 
clinical status, with the goal of 
improving care. 

A recent study of nearly 1,300 
patients at 20 VA medical centers 
found a hepatitis C infection rate 
of 5.4 percent. The figure for 



Vietnam War veterans was more 
than double that. 

Another study found that up to 
70 percent of new hepatitis-C 
patients are unable to begin 
antiviral therapy due to alcohol or 
substance abuse, or depression. 
VA scientists in Portland are 
exploring ways to reduce the 
mood disorders often resulting 
from interferon treatment. 

VA medical centers nationwide 
conduct a number of clinical 
trials of hepatitis C treatments. 
Participating veterans benefit 
from free checkups by hepatitis C 
specialists and free medications. 
They also may qualify to receive 
experimental medications that 
are not yet on the market. The 
decision to participate in a 
clinical trial should be consid- 
ered carefully. Ask your doctor 
about what trials may be appro- 
priate for you. It may also help to 
talk with friends and family 
about your decision. 

Dr. Stephan D. Fihn is acting chief 
research and development officer for 
the Veterans Health Administration. 

Living Well is designed to provide 
general information. It is not 
intended to be, nor is it, medical 
advice. Readers should consult 
their personal physicians when 
they have health problems. 



"Why Men All Over America 
Love TestostaPro!" 

Powerful Male Performance Boosting System Lets You 

Be All the ManYou CanBe 

Do you feel like half the man you used to be? Are you 
enjoying intimacy a lot less than you'd like? Do you lack 
confidence in the bedroom? 
If so, you could have low testosterone. 
In many men, testosterone levels can fall rapidly as you 
age, leaving you feeling like half the man you used to be. 

That's why I created the TestostaPro System. It's the 
complete performance boosting system I developed for 
men who are starting to feel their age. 

Are You Man Enough? Now You Can Be 

I designed TestostaPro to support healthy activity levels, 
so you can be all the man you want to be. . .when you 
need to be. TestostaPro is my exclusive and proprietary 
system, and I am now making it available to the general 
public - confidentially and without a prescription. 

If you feel like half the man you used to be, don't give 
up. I can help you regain your sexual confidence and 
drive. You'll be all the man you can be with the 
TestostaPro System. 
Best regards, 

Dr. Richard Cohen 




"After I tried TestostaPro, I felt like I was the man 
I wanted to be. I wish Td discovered it sooner 
because I feel like Tm more of a man now than 
when I was younger!" 

Phil- Seattle, WA 

"Before I started with TestostaPro, I was looking in 
the mirror and seeing this old person. I was think- 
ing there was more to life than I was experiencing 
with regard to energy and sex drive. Well, Tm 59, 
Tve been taking TestostaPro and I feel better than I 
did 25 years ago. " 

Mike — Waynesburg, PA 



INDIVIDUAL RESULTS WILL VARY THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 
AND ARE NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. AMP 90 BRIDGE STREET, WESTBROOK, ME 



RISK- FREE TRIAL 



Call 1-800-216-0750 now and we'll send you 
the complete TestostaPro System in 
confidential plain brown packaging. 

ALSO INCLUDED 

Bonus Special Report: "Aging and Its Effects 
on Energy, Youthful Sex Drive and Stamina" 
by Dr. Richard Cohen 

Call now for your risk-free trial 

1-800-216-0750 
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Cadmus to Congress: Read my List 



A string of unresolved veterans issues 
tops the Legion's legislative agenda. 



BY JEFF STOFFER 



Unfinished business - especially 
in the context of the ongoing war 
on terrorism and the new genera- 
tion of disabled veterans coming 
home from it - weighed heavily 
on the mind of American Legion 
National Commander Thomas P. 
Cadmus. At the time he delivered 
the Legion's legislative agenda 
Sept. 21 on Capitol Hill before a 
joint session of House and Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committee 
members, Cadmus was compelled 
to remind lawmakers that: 

■ The Department of Veterans 
Affairs had no budget for fiscal 
2005 and was looking at starting 
the new cycle, once again, at last 
year's levels. Nor had appropria- 
tions been set for the Department 
of Labor's veterans job programs. 

■ The VA health-care system 
continues to suffer because of a 
flawed discretionary funding 
formula. 

■ The disabled-veterans tax on 
military retirees has been lifted only 
for a fraction of all who deserve 
concurrent receipt of their military 
retired pay from DoD and their 
disability compensation from VA. 

■ No Senate floor vote, at the time 
of the testimony, was scheduled 
on SJR-4 which is a constitutional 
amendment to return to Congress 
the authority to prohibit flag 
desecration. 

■ The massive nationwide over- 
haul of VA health-care facilities 
known as CARES - Capital Asset 
Realignment for Enhanced 
Services - was far from funded 
and had many unanswered 
questions about oversight. 

■ Vietnam War veterans still await a 
government study to conclusively 
link their health conditions with 
exposure to Agent Orange. 

■ VA had not yet lifted its health- 
care system suspension on Priority 
Group 8 veterans (higher incomes, 
no service-connected disabilities) 
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even though patient backlogs have 
nearly been erased. 
■ Veterans benefits claims the 
commander says were "rushed in an 
attempt to meet the administrative 
goal" of 100-day processing times 
have led to a rising tide of disputed 
decisions and an appeals backlog. 

Congress must resolve such 
matters now, Cadmus said, if it is 
going to meet its obligation to new 
veterans returning from opera- 
tions in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

"With young American service- 
members continuing to answer 
the nation's call to arms in every 
corner of the globe, we must now, 
more than ever, work together to 
honor their sacrifices," he said. 
"Those men and women who 
return from battle with career- 
ending injuries and life-changing 
memories will turn to VA for their 
health care, health care they 
earned through their service to 
this country. VA must be funded 
at levels that will ensure that all 
enrolled veterans receive quality 
health care in a timely manner." 

The commander submitted the 
Legion's $31.5 billion budget 
recommendation for VA medical 
care in 2006 - $2 billion greater 
than VA's budget request - adding 
that third-party collections not be 
counted against those budgets. 
The Legion further recommended 
that CARES receive $1 billion for 
fiscal 2006. 

During the testimony, attended 
by dozens of Legionnaires from 
across the country, Cadmus often 
reiterated the Legion's longstanding 
call for mandatory funding for VA 
health care - a federal appropria- 
tion model similar to that enjoyed 
by Social Security and Medicare. 
"The current discretionary funding 
process leaves VA facility adminis- 
trators without a clear plan for the 
future," Cadmus said. "The flow of 
patients is guaranteed. The 
funding to care for those patients 
should be guaranteed as well." 




National Commander Thomas P. Cadmus 
delivers the Legion's legislative portfolio to 
a joint session of congressional veterans 
affairs committees, jeffstoffer 

House Veterans Affairs Commit- 
tee member Rep. Jeb Bradley, R- 
N.H., told the commander and 
Legionnaires in attendance that in 
the months to come the funding 
formula is certain to generate "a 
spirited debate. And it is a good 
debate. We have to put aside our 
partisan issues to do what's best 
for veterans." 

"This nation crossed a new 
threshold on Sept. 11, 2001," 
Cadmus said. "America's sense of 
invulnerability was forever 
changed by a newly emerging 
global threat. The need for a 
strong, forward-thinking national 
defense has become paramount. 
In the face of this new threat, the 
nation has once again turned to a 
new generation of young men and 
women dedicated to the defense of 
our freedoms and liberties. With 
that dedication comes a national 
obligation to care for him who 
shall have borne the battle, and 
his widow and orphan. We can 
work to ensure that a strong, 
forward-thinking Department of 
Veterans Affairs is able to provide 
for this new generation of veter- 
ans. Those brave men and women 
who have replaced us on the front 
lines deserve no less." 

Jeff Stoffer is managing editor of 
The American Legion Magazine. 



Guidon pins for recruiters 



Throughout the 2004-2005 
membership year, Legionnaires 
and Legion family members are 
eligible to earn National Com- 
mander Thomas P. 
Cadmus' 
"guidon" pin. 

"Commander 
Cadmus will 
award one pin to 
every member- 
ship recruiter for 
every five new 
Legionnaires 
recruited into The 
American Legion 
for the 2005 mem- 
bership year/' Marilyn 
Britten, chairman of 
the American Legion's 
Membership and Post 
Activities Committee, 
said. "His purpose is 




For more info 

Contact Bill Sloan: 
(317) 630-1321 
wsloan@legion.org 
www.legion.org 



simply to recognize those individu- 
als at the grassroots level who 
build so much of our membership 
every year and to 
emphasize the 
importance of 
individual involve- 
ment and sup- 
port." American 
Legion Auxiliary 
and Sons of The 
American 
Legion mem- 
bers also are 
eligible to 
receive the pin. 

Certification forms 
for the program may 
be submitted at any 
time but must arrive 
at National Headquar- 
ters on or before 
May 31, 2005. 



Travel discounts available 



The American Legion has 
obtained fare discounts with 
American Airlines, Northwest 
Airlines, US Airways, United 
Airlines, Delta Airlines and 
American Trans Air (ATA) for 
travel to official American Legion 
meetings during 2005. Legion- 
naires can save 5 percent to 10 
percent, depending on how far in 
advance tickets are purchased 
and the fare basis of the ticket. 
Tickets should be purchased at 
least 30 days prior to travel to 
obtain the lowest fares. Meetings 
that qualify for airline discounts 
include the Presidential Inaugura- 
tion, Jan. 17-21 (DCA, BWI & 
IAD), and the DSO Workshop and 
D.C. Conference, Feb. 21-March 2 
(DCA, BWI & IAD). The national 
convention, Aug. 15-29 in Hono- 
lulu, qualifies for all airlines 
except US Airways. 

Those Legionnaires whose 
presence is requested at meetings 
should make their travel arrange- 
ments by contacting the Legion's 
travel agent, Marti Wooden, at 
(317) 630-1232, or by e-mail at 
mwooden@legion.org. All others 
making travel arrangements to 



official meetings should contact 
the airlines directly by calling the 
following numbers and using the 
Legion reference codes: 
American Airlines: (800) 433-1790. 
Refer to index code 17730 for 
scheduled meetings. Use authori- 
zation code 0985AA for national 
convention. 

Northwest Airlines: (800) 328-1111. 
Refer to WorldFile number NM59E 
for scheduled meetings and NY884 
for national convention. 
US Airways: (877) 874-7687. Refer 
to Gold File #8518-3257 for 
scheduled meetings only. US 
Airways discounts are not avail- 
able for national convention. 
United Airlines: (800) 521-4041. 
Refer to Tour Code #500ZV for 
scheduled meetings and national 
convention. 

Delta Airlines: (800) 241-6760. 
Refer to Delta File #205834A for 
scheduled meetings and national 
convention. Travel not discounted 
for baseball regional games and 
Legion World Series. 
American Trans Air (ATA): 
(877) 282-4322. Refer to convention 
code MC50200. This contract is 
good only for national convention. 



La 



The Most 

Value-Packed Cruise 
& Land Vacations Ever! 




Veterans Receive Up To 

$100 0FF 

Per Cabin Book By 1/31/05 



igjjjfe Veteran's Travel Specials 



6 Day / 5 Night H Carnival. 

Western Caribbean Cruise Tour 

Cruise from Miami to Key West & Cozumel 
with 1 Night Hotel Stay in Miami 
Through March, 2005 • Imagination from 



$369 



17 Day / 16 Night 

Deluxe South America Cruise Tour 

Cruise from Buenos Aires to Valparaiso 
with 1 Night each in Buenos Aires & Santiago 
Dec, 2005 - Feb., 2006 • Norwegian Crown from 



■J1899 



Exclusive '05 Alaska Cruise Tours 

Ship 'n' Shore offers a variety of fully escorted 
cruise tour programs which include a 7 night 
luxury cruise & a 3-6 night land package. 
Ship 'n' Shore gives you more choice, more 
options and MORE ALASKA! Call For Best Pricing! 

Ask About Our Satisfaction Guarantee 

SHIP n SHORE 





KI800-475-6712 

www.shipandshorecruises.com 

Prices are per person, double occupancy; port charges are included; gov t 
taxes are additional; $9.95 service fee additional; limited availability. Prices 
shown are min. fares for select dates. Not responsible for changes of price or itinerary 
by cruise line, or any errors or omissions in the content of this ad. Some restrictions & 
cancellation penalties may apply. "Promotional offers are valid on specific sailing 
dates, capacity controlled by the cruise lines, and may not be combinable with other 
offers. Ships Registry: Greece, Norway, Bahamas, Liberia, Panama & Italy. IA # 658, 
WA# 602133093, OH # 8789039, CST # 2045923-50. Licensed & Bonded 1 2004. 



COLLEGE of the 




HUMANITIES 
and SCIENCES 

COLLEGE OF THE 
HUMANITIES AND SCIENCES 

A great books, great ideas, great 
discussions distance-learning college 
that offers undergraduate and 
graduate education in the humanities 
with concentrations in imaginative 
literature, natural sciences, philosophy 
and religion, social science, 
jurisprudence and education, The 
College of the Humanities and 
Sciences promotes student- faculty 
scholarship through research, 
discussion, and the development 
of collaborative publications, 

www.chumsci.edu 
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Gains made in 2005 Defense Authorization Act 



The U.S. Senate and U.S. House of 
Representatives recently passed the 
Ronald W. Reagan National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2005. The bill authorizes funding 
for the Department of Defense and 
national security programs of the 
Department of Energy. 

The $447 billion bill authorizes 
$420.6 billion for defense pro- 
grams in FY 2005, an increase of 
$19 billion above the amount 
authorized last year by Congress. 
The remainder goes to the Depart- 
ment of Energy. This represents 
an increase of 3.4 percent in real 
terms for defense. In addition, the 
bill authorizes $25 billion for 
additional war-related costs for 
Operations Iraqi Freedom and 
Enduring Freedom. 

Key provisions of the bill include: 

■ A 3.5 percent across-the-board 
pay raise for all uniformed service 
personnel. 

■ A permanent increase in special 
pay of $225 a month for duty 
subject to hostile fire or imminent 
danger, and a permanent increase 
in the family separation allowance 



of $250 a month. 

■ Increases in special pay for 
members of the National Guard 
and Reserve for enlistment and 
reenlistment, and a bonus of up to 
$6,000 for foreign-language 
proficiency. 

■ $25 billion to support opera- 
tional costs, personnel expenses 
and procurement of new equip- 
ment in the war on terrorism. 

■ Increasing the number of 
active-duty Army troops by 20,000 
and the Marine Corps by 3,000 in 
FY 2005. 

■ A new health-care benefit for 
Reserves that authorizes TRICARE 
coverage for those who have 
served on extended active duty. 

■ Permanent eligibility for up to 
90 days of TRICARE coverage for 
Reserve members and their 
families prior to mobilization, and 
180 days of transitional health 
benefits for Reserves, active-duty 
members and their families after 
separation from active-duty. 

■ A privatization initiative that 
continues military-housing 
revitalization programs. 



■ Use of more streamlined 
equipment-acquisition processes, 
enabling a more rapid response to 
protect U.S. troops in combat 
emergencies. 

■ An increase in the Survivor 
Benefits Plan (SBP) annuity from 
35 percent to 55 percent of mili- 
tary retired pay, phased in over 
3V2 years, and the phased-in 
elimination of the existing "two- 
tier" system by 2008. 

■ Concurrent receipt of military 
retired pay and veterans' disabil- 
ity compensation for retirees 
rated at 100-percent disabled will 
begin, without phase-in, after 
Jan. 1, 2005. 

■ The next round of Base Realign- 
ment and Closure process to begin 
in 2005. 

"This legislation is for the 
troops," House Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Duncan 
Hunter, R-Calif., said. "We owe 
them our gratitude for defending 
our freedom. The bill ensures that 
we protect our troops on the 
battlefield while supporting their 
needs at home." 



New Jersey teen wins shooting competition 



Jennifer Pason, of 
Milford, N.J., set one new 
record and tied an existing 
perfect record in the 14th 
Annual American Legion 
Junior Shooting Sports 
competition in August at 
the Olympic Training 
Center in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. In the 
Precision finals, Pason 
recorded 101.6 out of a 
possible 109 points, edging 
out the old record of 101.3 
set in 1999. She tied the 
perfect record of 800 in the 
Precision prone competi- 
tion. Pason is a member of 
the Somerset Junior Rifle 
Club sponsored by 
Hopewell Valley American 
Legion Post 339 in 
Hopewell, N.J. 

Wesley Hess of Humble, Texas, 
earned the top Sporter category 
award with 2,291.7 points out of a 




Wesley Hess, left, is the Sporter champion in The American 
Legion Junior Shooting Sports competition. Jennifer Pason, 
right, holds the Precision title. Ron Engei 



possible 2,509. He is a member of 
the Lake Houston 4-H Outdoor 
Explorers sponsored by Ernest 
Shock Post 132 in Humble. Hess 



broke two records, one in 
the kneeling category and 
the other in the final shoot- 
off. In the kneeling posi- 
tion, he scored 756 out of 
800 points, and in the final 
shoot-off, he fired 94.7 out 
of a possible 109. 

Rounding out the top 
finishers in the Precision 
competition were second- 
place Joseph Hall of Carroll- 
ton, Ga.; third-place Troy 
Casalone of Nashville, 
Tenn.; fourth-place Ray 
Geyer of Stamping Ground, 
Ky.; and fifth-place Sarah 
Smith of Gardnerville, Nev. 

Jace Bures of Odell, Neb., 
took second in the Sporter 
category. He was followed 
by Jeremy Rhoads of Ripley, 
Tenn., in third place; Artiom 
Reynolds of Albuquerque, fourth; 
and Clint Sejkora of Burchard, 
Neb., fifth. 
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PNC Moore 
remembered 

As com- 
mander of 
Thomas C. 
Reynolds Post 
303 at Okla- 
homa Univer- 
sity from 1947 
to 1948, 
Preston Moore 
helped increase membership 
from 300 to more than 1,000 
students and faculty mem- 
bers. When he became The 
American Legion's national 
commander in 1958, he used 
that experience to drive up 
national membership. 

Moore, who passed away 
Sept. 1 at the age of 84 in 
Parker, Colo., served in a 
variety of Legion positions, 
including department 
commander, judge advocate, 
National Executive Commit- 
teeman and alternate Nation- 
al Executive Committeeman. 

Moore joined the U.S. 
Army during World War II, 
eventually becoming the 
executive officer of the 
222nd Airborne Medical 
Company. He later was sent 
to the 13th Air Force in the 
Pacific Theater of Operations, 
where his unit collected 
eight battle stars. Moore was 
promoted to first lieutenant 
before the war ended. 

After graduating from law 
school at Oklahoma Univer- 
sity in 1948, using the GI 
Bill of Rights to pay for his 
education, Moore began 
practicing law in 1949 and 
stayed active in a variety of 
professional organizations. 
He became active in state 
politics and was Oklahoma's 
Democratic nominee for 
governor in 1966. 

His wife, Nella Mae, whom 
he married in 1941, preceded 
him in death. Moore is 
survived by his son, Brown 
Moore, a daughter-in-law and 
four grandchildren. 



Dell Computers offers 
Legion discounts 



Members of The American 
Legion family can now receive 
discounts on Dell desktop and 
notebook personal computers. 
The Dell Member Purchase 
Program includes: 

■ Year-round discounts of up to 
6 percent on Dell Dimension 
desktop or Inspiron notebooks 
with 1-year or 2-year at-home 
service contracts. 

■ Double discount, up to 12 per- 
cent, on Dell Dimension desktops 
and notebooks with a 3-year or 
4-year at-home service contract. 

■ Frequent special values and 
promotions. 

■ Discounted 3-5 business day 
ground shipping. 

■ Dell's round-the-clock online 
and telephone technical support. 



D0LL 



More info & ordering 

(800) 695-8133 

(Monday-Friday, 7 a.m.-9 p.m., 
Sat. 9a.m.-6 p.m. CST) 

www.dell.com/ghc 

(enter member ID #CS35524183) 

Members can shop on Dell's 
secure online employee purchase 
store. Dell accepts most major 
credit cards. Another financing 
option is the Dell Preferred 
Account available through Dell 
Financial Services. 



"It's so easy, I just open 
the door and step in..." 



...I really used to 
enjoy having a bath 

but I realized as I got older that the 
fear of slipping, or the effort of pulling 
myself up after I had finished bathing 
was becoming a real problem... 
Premier Bathrooms has the largest 
range of walk-in bath tubs in the 
country, and buying one helped me 
regain my independence. 




BATHROOMS 



For further details or to 
receive your FREE brochure 

CALL NOW 
TOLL FREE 

1-800-578-2899 



Please send me a FREE brochure on THE MOST VERSATILE BATH EVER! American Legion 
Name Telephone ( ) 




Address _ 



City. 



-Zip _ 



Send to: Premier Bathrooms, Inc., 2330 South Nova RcL 
South Daytona, Florida 32119 



Remember - 

Premier's Walk-In Bath Tubs 
give you independence, 
security and confidence to 
enjoy your bathroom again. 



comrades I 



How to Submit a Reunion 



The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for veter- 
ans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions @ legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number and 
e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge. 

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion Maga- 
zine will publish a group's listing only once a year. Notices should be 
sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 



Other Notices 



"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch with people from your 
unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos or help in filing a VA 
claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well as a contact name, tele- 



phone number and e-mail address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, 
fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published free 
of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include a 
member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Mem- 
berships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be approved by the Legion's 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify an 
injury received during service, contact your Legion department service 
officer for information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, send a letter to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID number in your 
response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 



AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES 



Freeman Army Air Field (1940s), Seymour, 
IN, 5/13-15, Diane Schepman, (812) 522-2031, 
seyairport@voyager.net; RAF Uxbridge, 

Fairview Heights, IL, 6/24-25, Larry Koerber, (618) 
667-1957, lkoerber@charter.net 

ARMY 



3rd Bn 35th Inf (Res), South Hadley, MA, 3/26, 
Jim Waitkus, (413) 534-9499, cacti335i@yahoo. 
com; 6th Bn 80th Arty, Baltimore, 4/21-24, 
Arvon Staats, (405) 942-7199, astaats@ionet. 
net; 11th Trans Co Lt Heli H-34/328th Trans 
Co (Nelligen, Germany), Pigeon Forge, TN, 
5/15-19, Allen Casseaux, (703) 971-3218, 
allenb4@verizon.net; 278th Rgt Cbt Team, 
Pigeon Forge, TN, 3/18-19, Billy Stewart, (423) 
715-9394, bbstewart@webtv.net; 8605th AAU 
5th ASA FS Det 5 2nd Sig Serv Bn, Baltimore, 
5/19-22, George Akerhielm, (315) 682-9460, 
gjaker@juno.com 

JOINT 



1st Med Bn Grp 1st Mar Div FMF, Beaufort, 
SC, 5/5-6, John Cangemi, (352) 568-7790, 
bcangemi@aol.com; 919th Eng Avn Maint 
Co/601 Oth Eng Avn Co SCARWAF & 919th Eng 
Co (Fort Gordon, Okinawa & Korea, 1949- 
1956 and Fort Hood & Vietnam, 1966-1972), 
Berkeley Springs, WV, 6/21-25, Paul Repsher, (918) 
650-0967, perepsher@sbcglobal.net; India Co 3rd 
Bn 3rd Mar 3rd Mar Div (Vietnam, 1965-1969), 
Birmingham, AL, 6/7-12, T. Smith, (717) 933-4547, 
wsmith@paonline.com; Saigon Mission Assn 
US Embassy/DAO, Anaheim, CA, 4/29-30, John 
Guffey, john.guffey@netzero.net; USS Roanoke 
CL 145 6th, 7th Fit (Apr 1948-Oct 1958), Valley 
Forge, PA, Spring, Tom Carter, (407) 767-9075, 
tomtinac@earthlink.net 

MARINES 



Hotel Co 2nd Bn 26th Mar Rgt (Vietnam, 
1966-1970), Covington, KY, 6/19-26, Bill 
Hancock, (513) 738-5446, hancockw@one.net; I 
Co 3/7 1st Mar Div, Myrtle Beach, SC, 4/27-30, 
Dennis Deibert, (717) 652-1695 

MERCHANT MARINE 



Hoffman island Radio Assn, Tampa, FL, 
5/10-13, George Cave, (813) 250-9395, 
w4kdx@aol.com 

NAVY 



AP Trp Trans Grp - USS Adm. W.S. Benson AP 
120, USS Adm. W.L. CappsAP 121, USS Adm. 
E.w. Eberle AP 123, USS>4cfm. C.F. Hughes 
AP 124, USS Adm. H.T. Mayo AP 125, USS 
Gen. J.C. Breckenridge AP 176, USS Gen. A.w. 
Brewster AP 155, USS Gen. W.H. Gordon AP 
117, USS Gen. A.w. Greely AP 141, USS Gen. 
W.F. Hase AP 146, USS Gen. H.w. Hodges AP 
144, USS Gen. William Mitchell AP 114, USS 
Gen. George Randall AP 115, USS Gen. W.P. 
Richardson AP 118, USS Gen. M.B. Stewart 
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AP 140, USS Gen. Harry Taylor AP 145, USS 
Gen. William Weigel AP 119, USS Golden City 
AP 169,; USS Lejeune AP 74, USS Monticello 
AP 61, USS President Monroe AP 104, 

Chicago, 6/9-12, Chuck Ulrich, (516) 747-7426, 
sunnycfu@aol.com; CBMU-302, Branson, 
MO, 6/16-19, David Schill, (856) 234-2273, 
dwschill@aol.com; MSO Assn, Fort Mitchell, KY, 
6/2-6, Larry Fugh, (407) 292-2394, flafoo@aol. 
com; NMCB 40 (All Eras), Bloomington, 
MN, 4/14-17, Ed HolSton, (856) 740-0078, 
nmseabee40@snip.net; USS Arcadia AD 23, 
Myrtle Beach, SC, 4/21-24, Andrew Malone, (516) 
681-0725, arcd23@yahoo.com; USS Brownson 
DD 518/868, Las Vegas, 5/1-5, N. Doskow, (253) 
537-4771, ndoskow@gte.net; USS Cadmus 
AR 14, Myrtle Beach, SC, 4/21-24, Robert 
Baschmann, (716) 655-5415, dinamlrs@aol.com; 
USS Cambria APA 36, Columbus, OH, April, 
David Stoll, (419) 738-3786, destoll@bright.net; 
USS Conyngham DD 371/DDG 17, Las Vegas, 
6/5-9, DickShafer, (949) 586-7066, dickshaf@aol. 
com; USS Glennon DD 840/DD 620, Nashville, 
TN, 4/28-5/1, Tony DeNatale, (718) 984-2539 

USS Franklin D. Roosevelt CVB/CVA/CV 42 
(Airwing), St. Louis, 5/11-15, Raymond Hough, 
(800) 437-0869; USS Hermitage LSD 24, 

Branson, MO, 6/8-12, C.J. DeHart, (800) 925- 
8498, info@bransonfun.com; USS Kenneth D. 
Bailey DD/DDR 713, Pittsburgh, 4/10-17, Robert 
Levine, (617) 327-3286, rhl7l3@aol.com; USS 
Manchester CL 83 (Sep 1950-Apr 1952), George 
Williams, 2643 Club Valley Drive, Marietta, GA 
30068, georgewill@bellsouth.net; USS Marias AO 
57, Myrtle Beach, SC, 4/21-24, Ray Bower, (863) 
676-4047, dinamlrs@aol.com; USS McCawley 
Surv Assn AP 10/APA 4, Biloxi, MS, 6/28-30, 
Jesse Cannon, (504) 748-4131; USS Monticello 
LSD 35, Las Vegas, 6/24-26, Robert Behm, (209) 
772-0543, bnm_77@juno.com; USS Navasota AO 
106, Laughlin, NV, 3/7-9, Jim Glaze, (805) 486-0881, 
jaglaze@adelphia.net; USS Pawcatuck AO 108, 
Norfolk, VA, 5/1-4, David Willis, (623) 214-9835, 
dwshs53@aol.com 

USS Pelias AS 14, Oklahoma City, 6/9-11, Ray 
Lorenz, (406) 961-4094, lorenzspur@msn.com; 
USS Purdy DD 734, Jacksonville, FL, 4/20-24, 
Larry DiPasquale, (610) 433-4787, chiefdi@juno. 
com; USS San Pablo AVP/AGS 30, Norfolk, 
VA, 5/19-22, Stuart Norris, (585) 223-2713, 
stuenormus@msn.com; USS Shea DM 30, 
Pensacola, FL, 4/28-5/1, Ernie Dyal, (229) 868-6120, 
erndyal@alltel.netl; USS Stephen Potter DD 
538, Branson, MO, 5/10-14, George Buck, (516) 
223-0573, madeline@c-scape.com; USS Tarawa 
CV/CVA/CVS-40, Harrisburg, PA, 4/28-5/1, 
Charlie Huck, (812) 682-4219, ashuck@evansville. 
net; USS Thomas E. Fraser DM 24, Charleston, 
SC, 5/16-18, Bill Sturgill, (517) 522-8594; USS 
vreeland DE/FF 1068, Charleston, SC, 6/23-26, 
Mark Smith, (817) 571-4858, mlsmithel00000@aol. 
com; VC-7, Reno, NV, 4/28-5/1, Joe D'Ambrosio, 
(916) 689-6924, dinamlrs@aol.com; VP-8 Alumni 
Assn, Montreal, 5/16-21, John O'Brien, (301) 
464-1276, jpobrien30@aol.com; VP-44 "Golden 
Pelicans7VP-204/VPB-204/VPMS-4/VPB-44, 
Fredericksburg, TX, 6/1-5, Ray Beck, (817) 389- 
3325, chairman@vp44goldenpelicans.com 



LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 



Post 587, CA: Fred Travnikar 
Post 159, FL: Robert F. Wilder 
Post 446, NJ: Walter D. Felver 
Post 70, Wl: James Nourse 



IN SEARCH OF 



2nd, 16th Artys "Honest John" HQ Btry 

(Germany, 1963-1966), Carl Heisey, (570) 

758-4705, bahickory@tds.net 
4th Eng Cbt Bn H&S Co (Hanau, Germany, 

1951-1954), Dick Taylor, (702) 878-1742, 

rbtbooks@aol.com 
4th inf Div 2nd/8th Mech, George Heser, 13 

Alden Drive, Guilford, CT 06437 
4th inf 629th Arty (Pleiku, Vietnam, 

1967-1968), Butch Fletcher, (918) 683-3047, 

blfletcher@starnetok.net 
4th Mar Div 2nd Bn 23rd Mar (Pearl Harbor, 

May 1944), D.B. Blauser, (818) 773-0252 (fax) 
5th Cav Rgt Football Team (Sendai, Japan, 

1954), Franklin Delano, (407) 568-3322 
7th Armd Div (Holland, Sept-Dec 1944), Gil 

Dedrick, (952) 890-3134, gdpddedrick@aol.com 
7th inf Div HQ & HQ Co Def Pit (Japan & Korea, 

1948-1951), LeRoy Crane, (417) 649-3642 
11th Ord Co DAS (Fort Devens, MA, 

1956-1959), Lonas Kralik, (909) 679-3911, 

mslonas@verizon.net 
18th Weather Sqdn (Furstenfeldbruck, 

Germany, 1946-1947), Chris Christensen, 

(386) 668-3428, ria4711@aol.com 
31st FA Bn MP 7th Div (Seoul, Korea, 

1947- 1949), Carl Hoerman, (636) 946-4454, 
choerman@charter.net 

40th inf Div 980th FA Serv Btry Bn Maint 

(Korea, 1953), Hudson Plucker, hujol@juno.com 
42nd FA Bn B Btry 4th Inf Div (Gelnhausen, 

Germany, 1950-1952), Jack Crites, (864) 948- 

1564, mjcjwc@webtv.net 
43rd/73rd/556th Sig (Pri-Line Mountain & 

Geania, Dalat, Vietnam, 1968-1970), Claude 

Chabre, cjcglc@yahoo.com 
48th Ord Co (Baumholder, Germany, 

1964-1966), Jerry Schulte, (302) 368-9085, 

glfrjerry@comcast.net 
51st Sig Bn (Fort Meade, MD, 1948-1949 & 

Korea, 1950-1951), Irving "Herky" Miller, (610) 

532-5149 

57th Comm Sg Ftr Wing (Elmendorf AFB, 

1948- 1950), Bernard Selinger, (218) 828-1101, 
bernietv@uslink.net 

130th Stat Hosp Utilities (Heidelberg, 
Germany, 1959-1963), Frank Staskivige, (701) 
454-6257, e-m-frsusa@polorcomm.com 

231st Trans Trk Bn (Uijongbu, Korea, 
1953-1954), Andy McComas, (716) 693-7135, 
andyandjoan@hotmail.com 

289th Army Band (Yokohama, Japan, 
1946-1949), Lloyd Mapp, (607) 739-4048, 
mapptax@infoblvd.net 

318th USASA Bn Corps (Herzo Base, 
Germany, Jan-May 1961), Jim Youngblood, 
(515) 276-3673, jyoungb@ix.netcom.com 

343rd Gen Hosp (Camp Drew, Koizumi, Japan, 
1951), Bernard Long, 5641 E. Lake Road, 

Romulus, NY 14541 

505th Bomb Grp 483rd Bomb Sqdn 73rd 



Bomb Wing Hut 5 (Tinian, North Field, 1944- 

1946), Orrin Westberg, (541) 265-3422 
520th MP Co Svc "SHAPE" (Paris), David 

Brubaker, (570) 265-9647, davidw069@yahoo.com 
658th FA Bn (Germany, 1945), Stanley Arbeit, 

(716) 689-0765, stanxxx@yahoo.com 
787th AW Bn D Btry, (Europe, 1943-1946), John 

Hazlett, (740) 366-2230 
1975th AACS (Sidi Slimane, Morocco, 

1959), Phil Harmon, (859) 273-5186, 

paharmon@herdalum.org 
3613th QM Trucking "Red Ball Express" 

(France, June 1944-Mar 1945), Verne Marier, 

(951) 372-0767, cvmcca@yahoo.com 
6570th AB Grp (Brooks Field, TX, 1966-1968), 

Denny Ordiway, (814) 335-3804 
Boat Pool 11 (Bouganville, BSl, WWII), Richard 

Johnson, (253) 875-5351, dgjohnson_l@msn.com 
CSC 1st Bn 46th Inf (Erlangen, Germany, 

1972-1974), Gary Wilhoite, (859) 428-0349, 

gwilho6262@aol.com 
MARBC 7 Amph Op Base Ship's Co (Waipio 

Point, Pearl Harbor, 1943-1945), Harry Ehle 

Jr., 8630 Montario Point Road, Mannsville, NY 

13661, hehlejr@hotmail.com 
MCB 11 Team 1109 (Thailand, 1967), Jack Ogle, 

(865) 428-9915, prophetio@aol.com 
Pit 315 (MCRD Parris island, SC, June 1954), Jim 

Jacobs, (812) 479-1301, whiteliner@aol.com 
USCGC EdiStO WGAB 284, Southwind WAGB 

280 (Milwaukee, 1971-1973), Ronald Hady, 

(305) 536-5346, rhady@military.com 
USS Blue DD 744 (1963-1965), Gaylyrd Young, 

(740) 992-2579 
USS Hyades AF 28 (1944-1969), Robert Stearns, 

(757) 888-1952, navybaker@att.net 
USS LCT 900 (South Pacific & Okinawa, 1994- 

1946), Floyd Doughty, (765) 759-5229 
USS LST 1027 (Pearl Harbor, May 1944), D.B. 

Blauser, (818) 773-0252 (fax) 
USS Saratoga CVA 60 v-3 Div (1963- 

1965), Jimmy Anselmo, (504) 888-3849, 

jimmyanselmo@bellsouth.net 
USS Siboney CVE 112 v-2 Div (1950-1952), Jack 

O'Keefe, 106 Garden Drive Apt. B, Pittsburgh, 

PA 15236 

USS Strauss DE 408 (Aug 1944-Jan 1946), Dan 

Ostrosky, (714) 997-1932, dostrosky@socal. 
rr.com 

VPB-207 (Bermuda, Jan-June 1945), Harold 



CLASSIFIED 



SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE TO: 
Joan Rizzo, Classified Advertising, The American 
Legion Magazine, c/o Fox Associates, Inc., 347 
5th Ave., Suite 1110, New York, NY 10016. (212) 
725-2106, FAX (212) 779-1928. All classified 
advertising is payable in advance by check or 
money order. Please make remittance payable 
to "The American Legion Magazine." RATES: 
$30 per word. Count street addresses and box 
numbers as two words; all city, state and zip 
codes as three words. CIRCULATION: 2,550,000 
per month. DEADLINE: Advertising copy must 
be received 60 days before cover date of issue 
desired. All advertisements are accepted at the 
discretion of the publisher. 

APPAREL 

SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip clip." Catalog, 
(800) 700-4515, www.suspenders.com. 

MEN'S JUMPSUITS, all sizes, fabrics, colors. Cata- 
log or info, (800) 397-3086, www.myjumpsuit.com. 
Groups welcome. 

BOOKS & MAGAZINES 

THE BROWN-SHOE ARMY, www. 
tributaryproductions.com. 

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS 

DRINK TOKENS. Catalog, (800) 233-0828. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 

AVIATION PHOTOGRAPHY. All eras, WWW. 
planepix.com. Call for catalog, (775) 219-6270. 

JADE EAST fragrance. (800) 241-5800, www. 
kdc-regency.com. 



Vanselow, (715) 276-6509, havmlvanselow@ez- 
net.com 

YF 886 (Bay City/Port Orchard, 1945), 

Howard "Joe" Harper, (805) 495-9555, 
howy2u@verizon.net 

TAPS 

J.O. Berthelot, Dept. of Louisiana. Nat'l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1971-1977, 
Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1974-1975, 
Dept. Cmdr. 1975-1976, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 
Memb. 1989-1991, Nat'l Children & Youth 
Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1991-1993, Nat'l Exec. 
Cmte. Memb. 1991-1997, Nat'l Children & Youth 
Liaison Cmte. Chmn. 1993-1997, Nat'l Subcmte. 
of Cmte. Memb. 1994-1996 and Nat'l American 
Legion Magazine Cmsn. Memb. 1997-2004. 

William C. Bouwens, Dept. of Alaska. Nat'l 
Counter-Subversive Cmte. Memb. 1960-1961, 
Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1961- 
1962 and 1967-1969, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. 
Memb. 1962-1967 and 1969-1972, and Dept. 
Cmdr. 1969-1970. 

Dominick Genetti Jr., Dept. of Massachusetts. 
Nat'l Marksmanship Cmte. Advisory Board 
Memb. 1956-1957, Nat'l Veterans Pref. Cmte. 
Memb. 1957-1959, Nat'l inter-American Cmte. 
Memb. 1960-1965, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. 
Memb. 1965-1976, Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1972-1977, Dept. Cmdr. 1976-1977, Nat'l Legis. 
Cncl. Memb. 1976-1990, Nat'l Cmsn. on Children & 
Youth Memb. 1977-1983, Nat'l Cmsn. on Children 
& Youth Vice Chmn. 1978-1979, Nat'l Cmsn. on 
Children & Youth Chmn. 1979-1980, Nat'l Sec. 
Cncl. Memb. 1979-1981, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 
Memb. 1981-1986, Nat'l Legis. Cmsn. Memb. 
1983-1986, Nat'l Conv. Cmsn. Advisory Board 
1987-1988 and Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. 
Vice Chmn. 1992-1994. 

Dorothy S. "Dottie" Hill, Dept. of 
Massachusetts. Nat'l Americanism Cncl. 
Memb. 1977-1984. 

Robert D. Walker, Dept. of Oklahoma. Nat'l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1961-1962, 
Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Memb. 1970- 
1971, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1973-1977, 
Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. vice Chmn. 
1975-1977 and 1978-1983, and Dept. Cmdr. 
1977-1978. 



BETTER THAN VIAGRA? Works immediately. Buy 
2, get 1 free, (800) 458-1613. 

FREE CATALOG. Incontinence problems, (800) 
348-8375. 

WWW.BEHOLDJESUS.INFO. 

WWW. M I LITARYVETCH AT. COM . 

MISCELLANEOUS 

WWW.ASHESANDBUTTS.COM. Discount tax free 
tobacco products, (866) 362-5346. $5 off first 
order. Quantity discounts available. 

MUSIC/MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 

DEERING BANJO COMPANY offers discounts 
to veterans on quality banjos from $399. 
American made. Free catalog, (800) 845-7791, 
www.deeringbanjos.com. 

PERSONALS 

MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931) 879-4625. 

WANTED 

1911/1911A1'S FOR COLLECTION, (800) 466- 
9606, ext. 103. 

CAMERAS: Buying/selling, call Ritz Collectibles, (800) 
956-9132. 

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 566-5766. 

OLD GUITARS, (800) 451-9728. 

WINE & BEER MAKING 

FREE CATALOG, (800) 841-7404. Kraus, BOX 7850- 
LM, Independence, MO 64054, www.eckraus. 
com/offers/lm.asp. 
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LEGION SHOPPE 




Get the best night's sleep 
you have ever had! 




SLEEP COMFORT 

ADJUSTABLE BEDS 

1 Available in wall-hugger, innerspring 
coil, pillowtop, latex & memory foam, 
i Lifetime Limited Warranty. 
1 Exclusive wireless remote for all sizes. 



FREE Video & Btochute! 
Call today! 

1-800-401-8692 

NO SALESMAN WILL COME TO YOUR HOME. 
Or write to: 
Sleep Comfort Adjustable Beds, 
15950 Bernardo Center Drive, Suite B, 
San Diego, CA 92127 
www.sleep-comfort.com 
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J.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 




CO 

o 


i\ 


■ FREE CATALOG! 
\m FREE SHIPPING! 




1 




W TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 
7 VETS SUPPLY LINE 
I 10550 CO. RD 81. #218 


1 


O 
Q 


^fKp' MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 

JfF\ FREE RIBBON BAR MOUNTING - FAST DELIVERY 


m 

CO 


CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 


WEB SITE: www.vetssupplyline.com 



I Like 




Eisenhower 
Commemorativi 
2-Coin Deluxe 
Dollar Set 

Supreme Commander 
during World War II and 
President of the USA, 
honored twice on US 
coinage, 1971-78 Ike 
dollar and the beautiful 
1990 Eisenhower Centennial 
Silver Proof dollar. You receive both coins in proof 
quality and in original gov't packaging for only 
$39.95. Add $7.00 for postage & handling. Ask us 
about the complete 32 Coin IKE Dollar collection. 

Eastern Numismatics Inc 



Major 
Credit Cards 
Accepted 



642 Franklin Ave Garden City, N.Y. 1 1530 

1-800-835-0008 

N.Y. state residents add appropriate sales 



Visit u 



t USCOINS.COM 



integrity i quality i solutions 




Integrity, Quality, Solutions: 

these are the promises Atlas Van Lines 
makes to The American Legion family - 
whether you are moving within the 
same state or across the country. 

• Minimum 55% discount 
on interstate shipments 

. FREE estimate 

• FREE valuation for 
up to $75,000 

• Atlas' worldwide network 



Iml 



1-800-211-5379 

(Call Ed Anderson Today!) 

ed.anderson@imlachgroup.com 
Imlach Movers of Ohio 

1919 N. Ridge Rd., Lorain, OH 44055 
www.imlachgroup.com 




Interstate Agent for Atlas 



U.S. DOT No. 125550 



HEARING AIDS 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL BOX 1645, ROCKFORD, IL 61110 




rTTTFTTl 



BRIEFS Medicare Pays 80% 



BRAND NEW, looks like reci. under- 
brief , super comfortable, invented 
& made in Europe, wear 24 hrs. 

■ap.ww.ii.i .ijdsy^dr.TTi 



30 DAY MONEY BACK GUAR. FREE Hernia-BOOklet: 

CALL FREE 1-800-654-9884 (24 Hr.) 
www.herniabrief.com 




AMERICAN THRUST 

TOBACCO 



LLC 





YOUR SUPPLIER OF 
ROLL YOUR OWN TOBACCO, 
CIGARETTE MACHINES, TUBES 
& ACCESSORIES 

FREE BROCHURE 

Call toll free 

1- 800-846-58 56 

I Shop online I 
www.americanthrusttobacco.com 



Earn $25 $ 100 Per Hour 



Expand your profitability with 
Badge-A-Minit buttons by creating 
customized buttons for customers. ' 
Buttons cost less than 160 to make 
and can be sold for $1 or more. 
Your Starter Kit is only 
$39.95 and contains 
everything you need to get fijjfefr ! 
started. Request your 
FREE catalog or order today! 

www.badgeaminit.com 

Badge -A 

Badge-A-Minit, Dept. AL1204, 345 N. Lewis Ave., Oglesby, IL 61348 




Call 800« 



www.pnorservice.com 



Hats 'Shirts • Pins 
Patches* Flags & More 

Over 10,000 items!! 



1.877.241.8611 



A New Style in 
Military Rings 




Are you looking for something different 
than a school-style service ring? Call or 
write for our free color catalog showing 
150 Classic Military Rings, plus a 
Special Report you should read before 
buying any military ring! Call today: 
1-503-731-9256 (24 hr. recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
435 SE 85, Dept. A-1204, Portiand OR 97216. 



www.ClassicRings.com [Code A-1204| 
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Veterans, Your 
O ■ Military Awards! 



3000 Official Medals, 
Badges, Patches & 
Insignia For • Army 
• Air Force • Marines 
Navy •Coas t Guard 

NEW KoreaN Ml 
Service Medal )\M\f 

available / ^ 

Call for your FREE Color Catalog 

-800-486-1 651 



wifcSnL @ www.usmedals.com 




Erectile Dysfunction 

can be treated safely & effectively without 

drugs or surgery. This vacuum therapy 
treatment is covered by Medicare. Also, 
diabetic supplies at little or no cost. 

1-800-815-1577 Ext 80 



WHEN VIAGRA® 
FAILS! 

Rejoyn 

YOUR SEX LIFE 

• Treatment for impotence 

• Proven Safe & Efficient 

• Medicare & FDA approved 

• Also available without a 
prescription 

RITE-AID 

Rejoyn.com or 800-578-6916 



• 


HAT PINS • MEDALS 


• 


CO 
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111 


JjL • FREE COLOR CATALOG 


I 


jjfBflfr • 2500+ Military Designs 


> 


o 


j^jj^Bfe * Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 






toSHS * CaU now! Toll-free! 




o. 


m/Kf 1 -8S8-223- 1 1 59 






TEgF * Custom pins & patches available. 






f|F : Dealer inquiries welcome. 




CO 
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HONORS 




o 


by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 






P.O.Box 547 Al_, Peru, ll_ 61354 




CO 


Fax: 1-815-223-1499 





IMPOTENCE 

• VACUUM THERAPY SYSTEM 

• 95% SUCCESS 

• FDA AND MEDICARE APPROVED 

Osco Savon Eckerd 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800- 475-3091 



MEN...L00K TALLER! 



ELEVATORS::. Shoes that make you appear 
up to 3" taller. Over 1 00 styles. Money Back 
Guarantee. Hidden height increaser inside 
shoes. Making men taller since 1939. Call 
or write for FREE color catalog. 
www.elevatorshoes.com/ 9.htm 

ELEVATORS® I 

RICHLEE SHOE CO., DEPT. AL4D 

P.O. BOX 3566, FREDERICK, MP 21705 



1-800-343-3810 



MOVING???? 



Tell The World YOU Served 

Military Rings- All Branches 

1000's of styles to choose from 
starting at $149 

T J Jewelry 

857 E. White Mountain Blvd. 
Pinetop,AZ 85935 
1-800-544-9706 www.tjjewelry.com 





northAmerican Offers 
Moving Discounts 

SAVE $$$ 

On Your Next 
Interstate Move! 

North American Van Lines offers 
American Legion members discounts 
on interstate moves. (Long Distance 
State to State). Let North American, 
the world's largest professional mover, 
transport your household goods with 
moving services to meet every need 
and budget. In addition to a discount, 
you will receive up to $50,000 coverage 
on your household goods at no charge. 

For more information or a free 
estimate call: North American Van 
Lines/Moving Solutions. 

1-800-524-5533 

Email: movingvalue@comcast.net 



nan & Peace Dollars 

liferent Dates ^S^. 



6 Morgan/4 Peace 

Brilliant Uncirculated 



^ $ I98°° 

-MA^^^ Groupi 



Limit 5 
Groups of 10 



United States Liberty Head 

Gold Coins 



5 Coin 
Limit 
on Each 




: Brilliant Uncirculated 
f $20 Liberty 6^ $ 575 
$5 Liberty 6^ $ 179 



Call Toll Free I -888-260-81 I I ^SSSS 

or send payment to: CARDS ACCEPTED 

9 Susan Drive • Wading River, NY I 1 792 

Add $9 P&H/Prices Subject to Change 
Dates of our Choice/NY State Residents Add Sales Tax 



Wood or Gas 




Soapstone is nature's / 
1 perfect stove material- ( 

' beautiful, durable, and ! 
' naturally efficient. 
I It heats steadily and 
I comfortably - hour 
I after hour, day after day, 
I and night after night. 
I No power required. 
I Call for a free catalog. 

I Woodstock Soapstone Co., 66 Airpark Rd, Dept. 1989, W. Lebanon NH 03784 




O. Box A-3976 Chicago, II. 60690 



www.woodstove.com 



1-888-664-8188 



www.militarymatters.com 



Military Matters *AL1 
1304 Portland Ave. 
Rochester, NY 14621 

10am -5pm Mon.-Sat. 

Color Catalog $3.95 

hats pins medals patches 
watches license plates & more! 





ense plates & more! 
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parting shots | 



Christmas is a race 
to see which gives 
out first: your money 
or your feet. 

"YOU KNOW you're getting old 
when Santa starts looking 
younger." - Robert Paul 

A WOMAN LOST her handbag in 
the bustle of Christmas shopping. 
An honest boy found it and 
returned it to her. Looking in her 
purse, the woman commented, 
"That's funny. When I lost my 
bag, I had a $20 bill in it. Now I 
see 20 dollar bills." 

The boy quickly replied, 
"That's right. The last time I 
found a lady's purse, she didn't 
have any change for a reward." 




"I told him we gotta leave two hours early now, but no-o-o\ n 




"Is it just at Christmas, or do these 
visions of sugarplums dance in your 
head year-round?" 

CAR ADS EXPLAINED 

■ "rough condition": too bad to 
lie about 

■ "parts car": beyond repair 

■ "immaculate": recently washed 

■ "needs minor overhaul": needs 
engine 

■ "burns no oil": it all leaks out 

■ "drive it away": I live on a hill 

■ "drive it anywhere": within 
10 miles 

■ "desirable classic": no one 
wants it 

■ "rare classic": no one wanted it 
even when it was new 

■ "stored 20 years": in a farmer's 
field 

A YOUNG PREACHER was asked 
by the local funeral director to 
conduct a graveside burial 
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service for a man who 
had no family or friends. 
The preacher left early for 
the cemetery but quickly 
got lost, having made 
several wrong turns. 

Eventually, a half hour 
late, he saw a backhoe 
and its crew, but the 
hearse was nowhere in 
sight. Nearby, a few 
workmen were eating 
lunch. The diligent young 
pastor went to the open grave 
and found the vault lid 
already in place. Taking out his 
book, he read a 
passage. Feeling 
guilty because of 
his tardiness, he 
preached an impas- 
sioned and lengthy 
service, sending 
the deceased in 
style to the great 
beyond. 

As he returned to 
his car, the 
preacher over- 
heard one of the 
workmen say, 
'I've been putting 
in septic tanks for 
20 years, and I ain't 
never seen anything 
like that." 



YOU'RE FROM WISCONSIN IF ... 

■ You define summer as three 
months of bad sledding. 

■ Snow tires come standard. 

■ You've ever been sunburned 
and frostbitten in the same week. 

■ "Down south" means Chicago. 

■ The "Big Three" means Miller, 
Old Milwaukee and PBR. 

■ When you tell people where 
you're from, they say, "I thought 
that was part of Canada." 

■ Traveling coast to coast means 
going from Lake Superior to 
Milwaukee. 




Last year everything was from Santa. You 
guys didn't give me anything." 




c 



Asbestos 



: % Cancer Hits 
Former 
" Sailors 




Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm 




Defeating Today's Goliaths' 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, P.C. 

Jonathan David* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 




by totes' 



Waterproof BOOTS" 




Check out these puddle-sloshing, snow-shoveling features: 

Waterproof rubber base keeps feet high and dry! 
Magic Cling™ closures for easy-on, easy-off 
convenience and adjustability! 

Grip-tight soles hold on wet, slippery surfaces 
Genuine suede uppers resist water & stains 
Soft acrylic fleece sock liner 
•Warm Thermolite® insulation 

• Cushy foam-backed flannel linings 

• The quality & durability you expect 
from totes® at an great price! Never fear 
Nature's fury again! Order now! 




Blue/Tan 



Duke Habernickel, Pres. 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Peckville, PA 18452 



atgrprsof only /Q 

BOOTS ^ ' 



2 pairs for 55.40 3 pairs for 80.75 



Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Peckville, PA 18452 
Send boots. I enclose $ purchase price plus $S^$ 



toward postage. 



FREE Postage! 
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WHAT 
SIZE? 


WHAT 
WIDTH? 


HOW 
MANY? 


01 


BLACK 








W8 


GREEN/BROWN 








N7 


BLUE/TAN 









Check 



1 -800-543-48 1 0 WJJa'MI.M.I.IJ.IJ 



Mr./Mrs./Ms. 

Address 

I City & State . 



-Zip. 



I 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! 



